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Misuari te Failure to Expand 
Autonomy Will Lead to War 

PAGAMAN, PWippmes —The Philippines could 
race a flare-up in a separatist -war if a Muslim 
autonomous area is not expanded, a Muslim leader 

warned in a speech released Saturday. 

Nur Misuari, leader of the Moro National 
liberation Front (MNLF) said “We must meet the 
expectations of the people so that they 
(government) will not make a mistake.” 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 




Ilf 


■ 0 ,.=.. 


m 


Turkish Generals 
Press Government 
to Fight tsiamism 

ANKARA, Turkey — Turkey's 
powerful military made clear Fri- 
day it is keeping up the pressure 
for- a government crackdown on 
Ishmusm. 

A statement issued after the 
first National Security Council 
meeting between the new govern- 
ment and the country's top gener- 
als said all council members were 
determined to implement measures 
against radical Islamic activities. 

The statement did not elabo- 
rate. 

It was the former, Islamic gov- 
ernment's resistance to enact such 
measures that angered the military 
and led to its demise last month. 
The military regards itself as the 
protector of this predominantly 
Muslim country's secular tradi- 
tions. 

The new government under 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz has 
already proposed legislation to 
scale down religions education, 
along the lines of a military order 
back in February that was resisted 
by then-Prime Minister Necmettin 
Erbakan. . (Contd on Fg. 14) 
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Anti-Taiebun Forces Launch 
let. Artillery Strikes on Kabul 

TAJIKS, HAZARAS BEING HELD IN KABUL 


KABUL — Opposition forces 
maintained military pressure on 
Kabul with jet and artillery bom- 
bardments Saturday, while calling 
for a Taleban militia pullout from 
the capital, witnesses reported. 

In a statement the United Is- 
lamic Front for the Salvation of 
Afghanistan (UIFSA) called on the 
TaJehan militia “to demilitarize 
Kabul" so that issues like a cease- 
fire and exchange of prisoners 
could be negotiated. 

UIFSA. whose troops have ad- 
vanced to within rocket range of 
Kabul city, have also kept up jet 
attacks against die Taleban mili- 
tants who have occupied die Af- 
ghan capital for exactly 10 months. 

"Just minutes after a jet raid 
this morning, rockets landed in 
Qalai Moosa and south of Khair 
Khana Pass," witnesses told AFP. 

At 7:45 a.m. (0315 GMT) anti- 
aircraft fire signalled the presence 
of an anti-Taleban jet but the fron- 
tlines 25 kilometers (15 miles) dis- 
tant, and not the city itself, ap- 
peared to be (he target. 

The early incoming rockets re- 


portedly exploded in Qalai Moosa, 
south of the airport, and near the 
foot of the northwestern Khair 
Khan Pass where the so-called Old 
Road exits Kabul to the frontlines. 

More rockets thundered into 
Kabul just before 10:30 a.m. (0500 
GMT) and a salvo of at least eight 
exploded in the vicinity of the air- 
port sending huge plumes of dust 
and debris skyward. 

Journalists are prevented by 
Taleban guards at the Khair Khana 
checkpost from visiting the fron- 
tline fighting, which makes inde- 
pendent verification of often 
conflicting claims very difficult. 

The bulk of the expatriate hu- 
manitarian aid community has 
evacuated Kabul by road for the 
Pakistani border, as opposition 
forces were poised to close in on 
the capital. 

The United Nations, ICRC and 
foreign humanitarian aid workers 
in the health and medical sectors 
have stayed in Kabul, where Paki- 
stan still maintains the only func- 
tioning diplomatic mission. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Leghari Hopeful Ties 
With India Will Improve 


ISLAMABAD — Pakistani Presi- president Saturday he was confi- 
dent Farooq Ahmed Leghari said dent the two countries would move 
in a message to the new Indian toward tension-free relations. 


“I feel confident that with po- 
litical commitment and sincerity of 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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MFWV nnHl India flulv 24): Kocheril Raman Narayanan waves from a horse-drawn coach in the 
forecourt of RaditnmtiBhavan (Presidential Palace) shortly before talcing the oath of office as President 
^ p ,. . H • jn i slew Delhi. His victory has been interpreted as a triumph for India s 
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of the Hindu social scale. &4fp PHOTO j 


Lebanese Woman injured in Israeli 
Shell Attack 

RASHAYA, Lebanon — A Lebanese woman was 
wounded in an Israeli bombardment in South 
Lebanon on Saturday. 

Mariam Snbh, 60, was injured by fragments 
from a shell which fell on Sohmor, around 10 
kilometers (six miles) outside the eastern sector of 
Israel's self-declared “security zone” in South 
Lebanon. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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TEHRAN (July 26): Governor of the Central Bank of Iran Mohsen Nourbafchsh (Q explains the details 
of the plaque of honor which was awarded to President Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani by the country's 
economic sector. Minister of Finance and EconomicAffairs,Morfeza Mohammad Khan (L) accompanies 
Nourbakhsh. The plaque was awarded to the president during a special ceremony here in a bid to 


appreciate his relentless efforts 

TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani expressed ap- 
preciation for the basic role played 
by Iranian hanks in financing re- 
construction projects, in an ad- 
dress to bankers here on Satunlay. 

In a meeting with directors and 
managers of state-owned banks, 
the president said the progress 
made by the country today as a 
result of current reconstruction 
programs are tangible and undeni- 
able, owing to the high-level man- 
agement of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

He said banks have taken part 
in the infrastructural investments, 
adopted measures to attract public 

Algerian 
Zouabri 
" Well and 
Truly Dead " 

ALGIERS — Algeria’s most- 
wanted activist, Antar Zouabri, is 
“well and truly dead," despite 
claims by his followers that he is 
still alive and fighting^ a major 
independent newspaper said on 
Saturday. 

El Watan, quoting sources in 
the security forces, said it had solid 
confirmation that the leader of the 
Armed Islamic Group (GIA) was 
cornered and killed in a fight with 
the army this week. 

“This was affirmed to us yes- 
terday (Friday), in categoric fash- 
ion, members of the security serv- 
ices at the scene of operations," it 
said. 

(Contd on Pg- 14) 


during the construction era. 

confidence and deposits and man- 
aged to transform the negative 
trends in financial sectors to po- 
sitve. 

President Rafsanjani said all the 
projects that were considered far- 
reaching at the early stage of the 
reconstruction era are now yield- 
ing fruits. 

"The economic stability in Iran 
has served to neutralize the politi- 
cal pressures being exerted on Iran 
and the reduction in dependence 
upon foreign countries as well as 
the current self-reliance and inde- 
pendence have served to enable 
our nation to follow its goals in 
accordance with the values of the 
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Islamic Revolution," President ’ 
Rafsanjani pointed out. ' 

Referring to the anti-Iran policy i 
of the U.S., President Rafsanjani j 
said the failure of the U.S. Con- 
gress's plan to exert pressure on 
Iran indicated the economic 
strength of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran. 

On Iran's balance of payments, 
the president said Iran's debts have 
been reduced to six billion dollars, 
indicating the manufacturing capa- 
bility of the country. 

Before the president's speech, 
minister of finance and economic 
affairs, Mnrteza Mohammad 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Protest Strike Hits Kashmir 
ahead of Indian PM’s Visit 

Cl .111 II. OFFERS PEACE TALKS 


SRINAGAR, India — A strike 
called by Muslim separatists in 
Kashmir ahead of a visit of Indian 
Prime Minister Inder Kumar Gu- 
jral crippled life in the Himalayan 
region on Saturday, witnesses and 
police said. 

Shops, businesses and offices 
were shut in Srinagar following the 
general strike enforced by the All 
Party Freedom Conference,, an 
umbrella forum of Kashmiri guer- 
rilla and political organizations, 
they said. 

The conference has urged resi- 
dents to boycott Gujral's maiden 
two-day visit to die troubled state 
because of alleged atrocities com- 
mitted by Indian soldiers in Kash- 


Roads remained deserted but 
hundreds of soldiers and police 
lined the streets to prevent protests 
and violence during the visit, the 
witnesses said. 

A similar shutdown was also 
ordered by the militants elsewhere 
in Kashmir. 

The conference has said Gu- 
(Contd on Pg. 14) 


('7^ staff of the Tehran Times 
^L^send their heartfelt condo- 
lences to Kambakhsh Kha- 
laji on the death of his beloved 
one, Hajj Manouchehr Afyooni. 
May his soul rest in peace. 

Editor 
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3n the Flame of God 


B ut If you turn bock, 
I did not ask f crony 
reward from you; 
my reward Is onty with Al- 
lah, and I am com- 
manded that I should be 
of those who submit. 


(HOLY QORA.V) (10:72) 



A Human Catastrophe Is 
Looming large 


T he human rights group Amnesty International, in a state- 
ment published in London on Friday, expressed concern 
about the imprisonment of some 2,000 Afghan civilians by the 
Taleban militia. 

The statement stressed that most of the detainees were non- 
combatants and had been picked up at their homes in the Afghan 
capital Kabul and its suburbs, adding that they were being held in 
prison in deplorable conditions and that some had experienced ill 
treatment in detention. 

The human rights group, in its press release, also noted that 
most of the prisoners were breadwinners and were being held by 
the Taleban to intimidate the rest of the community and discour- 
age family members from joining anti-Taleban forces outside the 
capital. The group concluded its statement by calling for the 
"immediate and unconditional" release of the detainees. 

This is not the Taleban's first inhuman treatment of the Afghan 
citizens, and the Amnesty International's statement is not the first 
international condemnation of their brutal behavior either. In fact, 
the Taleban, ever since coming to power some two and a half years 
ago, have frequently committed such malicious ads. 

In other words, heinous crimes and bloodshed, razing the 
residential units to the ground, imposing inhumane restrictions on 
the citizens, promoting the use of narcotics, shamelessly betraying 
their homeland, blatantly telling lies, ethnic and religious discrimi- 
nation and the similar measures have turned out to be the main 
characteristics of the Taleban militia. 

Presently, (he popular discontent with the Taleban's rule is 
greatly boosling the morale of the United Front for the Liberation 
of Afghanistan, giving a fresh impetus to their military campaign 
to oust the Taleban. 

However, given the brutality and gloomy human rights record 
of Taleban and considering that they are currently under heavy 
military pressure, there are fears that the extremist militia may 
resort to a desperate and dastardly move and bring about a human 
catastrophe. 

If the Taleban are so undvilized as to imprison 2,000 innocent 
civilians belonging to other ethnic groups merely to intimidate the 
community and discourage family members from joining the 
opposition, it would not be surprising if, under more pressure, they 
execute these 2,000 civilians as well as thousands of others just fur 
not submitting to the militia. 

Unfortunately, due to the United States' covert support for the 
Taleban, their atroaous crimes have not been given enough cov- 
erage by the world media. Even worse, some regional friends of 
the United States are providing the Taleban with the military and 
economic aid, 0 

The U.S. support for this extremist group constitutes a fiat 
contradiction of the human rights slogans chanted by the White 
House officials. Interestingly, the United States uses labels such as 
extremism, racism, violation of human rights, lack of religious 
tolerance and the like in order to isolate a government that refuses 
to submit to its diktat. 

Now, the White House officials should answer which of these 
labels does not apply to the Taleban. As it has already been 
revealed that the militia deserves all these labels, how can the 


United States justify its support for them? 

As a matter of fact, if the world had responded strongly to the 
double-standard policies of the United States, particularly to its 
support for the occupier regime in Israel, the While House would 
not have supported antisocial and dictatorial governments in 
Algeria and Afghanistan, as it may be the case tomorrow in Turkey 
and other countries in the world. 

Still, it is not too late! Let us join forces lo save the innocent ■ 
civilians in Afghanistan, who are on (he verge of a holocaust and 
who are looking to us for humanitarian support, from the blood- 
stained claws of the savage Taleban. 

The onus is mainly on the international bodies to prevent this 
ferocious massacre and take strong action against antisocial ele- 
ments in Afghanistan and their supporters. Their procrastination 
and inaction will surely set the precedent for grosser violations of 
human rights and more bloodshed in the future. 





Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Secretary General 
of the Islamic Revolution's 
Mojahedeen Organization. 
Mohammad Salamati said here 
Saturday that the Cabinet of the 
president-elect, Mohammad 
Khatami, would be confirmed in 
Majlis with no difficulty, ERNA 
reported. 

Stating (hat his organization 
has not yet come up with a list of 
candidates to be submitted to the 
president-elect, Salamati called 
the lists put forward by other 
groups "mere recommenda- 
tions" and emphasized 
Khatami's full independence in 
selecting his Cabinet members. 





Salamati further added that 
eligibility must be the sole crite- 


TEHRAN (July 26): Iranian First Vice President Hassan Habibi attending the inauguration ceremony of 
the exhibition of Iran's Contemporary Handicrafts Museum. The exhibition is held in two balk in an 
area of 1,700 sqm. 
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non for selecting Cabinet mem- 
bers and stated that he expects the 
inclusion of women in the new 
Cabinet. 


Jannati: Action Should Be Token Against Profiteers 


Declaring his organization's 
support for "mixed economy", 
Salamati called for limited devia- 
tions from the declared economic 
policy of (structural) "adjust- 
ment" and pointed to promotion 
of production as a means of con- 
trolling inflation and unemploy- 
ment. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Those people who 
undermine regulations to gather 
Urge sums should be brought to 
justice, substitute leader of Te- 
hran Friday congregational 
prayer Ayatollah Ahmad Jannati 
said here on Friday. 

He said that conventional legal 
procedures in the Iranian courts 


Iran Launthes First Dffitial 
Arabk Doily 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN — Iran on Saturday 
published its first Arabic newspa- 
per AhWefaq in its bid to promote 
friendship between the Islamic 
Republic and Arab states. 

"Al-Wefaq is an Arabic publi- 
cation for Iran and an Iranian 
publication for the Arabs," Al - 
Wefaq, published by the state-run 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) said in its first issue. 


The London-based Asharq al- 
Awsar said on Saturday that more 
than 20 Arab journalists would 
contribute to the new publication. 

"Iran and the Arab world en- 
joy a rich cultural and religious 
heritage and have tremendous po- 
tential to build on long-standing 
friendship between them," the 
Managing Director of IRNA 
Fereidoun Verdinejad said on 
Saturday. 


take too long: for such cases to be 
efficient. Handling the lawsuits 
in tilis regard should be expe- 
dited. The slow process of the 
Judiciary would be simply taken 
as denial of justice, he added. 

According to IRNA, Ayatol- 
lah Jannati, who was addressing 
thousands of worshipers at Te- 
hran University, In his first ser- 
mon stressed that the Leader of 
tile Islamic Revolution, Ayatol- 
lah Seyed Ali Khamenei, bad ear- 
lier on reminded the respective 
officials of the need to do so. 

He said that in the past fre- 
quently scandalous issues were 
periodically published by the me- 
dia regarding different issues, but 
every time as the voice of public 
protest gradually subsided, “we 
saw that the result was never in 
proportion to the main subjects.** 
He called those cases “bitter ex- 
periences of the past". 

Ayatollah Jannati also re- 
minded the sensitivity of the is su e 
and said that the task demanded 


fully qualified aqd enterprising 
judges willing to cany out justice 
even though it should be at the 
cost of their own dismissal from 
die bar. 

He said investigation of the 
cases of those people needs very 
bold officials who are not timid, 
who may not be bribed or hood- 
winked and who will not act len- 
iently towards the suspects. If 
not, he said, the whole issue 
would be simply whitewashed. 

Ayatollah Jannati said in ad- 
ministration of justice in tins is- 
sue, al! persons who offer 
inside-information should in tura 
be assured of their job security 
and of (be concern of judicial 
system for safeguarding their 
good reputation. 

Meanwhile, the ayatollah 
commented that certain people 
believe that raising the issue 
would have an adverse impact on 
national economy and may chan- 
nel cadi and wealth out of the 
country. However, he said, such 


Iran to Strongly Preserve Its Independence 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iranian Ambassa- . 
dor to India Ali Reza Sheikh Attar 
said in New Delhi on Thursday 
that the Islamic Republic of Iran 
has put on the top priority of its 
foreign policy the preservation of 
its independence and encountering 
any foreign interference. 

Sheikh Attar made the remark 
while speaking to a group of top 
officials, professors and students 
of the Indian National Defense 
University, an IRNA report said. 

He pointed out that the three 
criteria in Iran's foreign policy 
are safeguarding the territorial in- 
tegrity. guaranteeing the eco- 
nomic development, and freewill 
of the nation to determine the 
country's destiny. 

He added that with the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, Iran's 
sagacious policies paved the way 
for its effective presence in the 
Central 1 Asia through the foster- 
ing of trust among the Central 
Asian republic. 

The United States has invari- 
ably attempted to bring the exist- 
ing regional relations to rains and 
that the expansion of NATO east- 
ward was meant to go beyond the 
western borders of the former So- 
viet Union aiming for southern 
and eastern borders as well, 
stated Sheikh Attar. 

The Iranian ambassador slated 


that the unrest in Afghanistan, is 
bound to affect the regional coun- 
tries such as India, Pakistan, Iran 
and Central Asian republics, 
bringing turmoil into these na- 
tions. 

Based on such a discernment, 
the Iranian foreign policy deems 
it necessary that regional nations 
cooperate to find a permanent so- 
lution for the ongoing crisis in 
Afghanistan. 


In another part of his speech, 
the Iranian ambassador pointed 
out that despite the U.S. inciting 
policies, relations between Iran 
and the Persian Gulf states are 
excellent. 


The Iranian ambassador re- 
ferred to the U.S. military pres- 
ence in the Persian Gulf as a big 
threat to the regional countries, 
underlining that Persian Gulf se- 
curity could best and most effec- 
tively be achieved through a col- 
lective regional security 
arrangement. 


He added that Kuwait, Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia have taken in- 
itiatives in order to promote fur- 
ther understanding between the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (PGCC). 


judgements were typical of the 
judgements made during the 
monarchy in Iran. "The national 
economy in Iran k not built on 
haram (what is jprohibfted by Is- 
lam) practices. ' V y ' 

In his second sermon to wor- 
shipers, Ayatollah Jannati re- 
called issues oa diet' occasion of 
the birth aimi verattiy^ Prophet 
Mohammad' (SJTffiSTTBe ' Unify 
Week. 


Sheikh Attar went on to say 
that Islamic Tran has been trying 
to resolve its problems with Iraq 
through peaceful means. 


490 kg of Opium 
Seized^&Brug 
Traffickers Killed 


On the armed race in the Per- 
sian Gulf countries, he stressed 
that fee United States is encour- 
the Arab tuitions to stock 
weapons in their silos, while it 
accuses Islamic Iran for beefing 
up its military power. 


He described Iran's relations 
with Pakistan and India as 'excel- 
lent* and touched particularly on 
the existing economic ties be- 
tween the two countries of Iran 
and India. 


Te/rran Times S erv ic e 
TEHRAN — Iran's. Law En- 
forcement Forces shot dead five 
“bandits" and drug traffickers in 
a go n batt ie in the eastof the coun- 
fry. newspapers reported here on 
Saturday. 


Sheikh Attar added that the 
Islamic Republic of Iran has spent 
only eight percent of its annual 
budget or two percent of its na- 
tional gross product on purchase 
of arms, but, the United States 
keeps accusing Iran of making the 
region insecure. 


Referring to the link between 
Iran's foreign relations and the 
country's economic develop- 
ment, he indicated that Tehran is 
determined to further improve its 
relations wife Japan, South Ko- 
rea > China and the Southeast 
Asian countries which are re- 
garded as favorable markets for 
fee Iranian exports as well as use- 
ful source for the import of tech- 
nology. 


The forces seized 490 kilo- 
grams (1,080 pounds) of opium 
after fee shootout in the Fariman 
region of Khorasaa Province, fee 
press said. 

Iran, which imposes the death 
penalty on those found in posses- 
sion of large amounts of beroinor 

opium, has stepped up fee fight 
agamtt drag trafficking, it sail- 
According to. official figures, 
191 tons of various driers were. 
seized in fee last Iranian, year, 
which ran from March .4996 to 
March 1997. • 
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tual and mundime aHairs of the world. We can build our economic aOmnce 
wtm^ ater-Mmtc and atcrnacional trade relations. We can atart by settiog I J 
«Sm* Cooperative Fkmd. Many wfll join, present proposals and draw up I n 
This fimd wffl develop Muslims into a strong economic bloc which » I E 
_ Je to buikfiqg a new world- a United Independent Istantfc Nations. | ci 
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^ nai ^oner Service 

TEHRAN - An Iranian suspected 
°f raping and lolling at least 9 
'rotnen went on trial on Saturday 
at a hearing attended by families of 
Che victims. 

Security fences had to match 
into the courtroom to impose or- 
der, the official news agency IRNA 
said, wiAout giving further de- 
tails. 

The suspect. Ali-Reza Khoshru 
Kuran Kordieh. 28, has been 
«hibbed the ‘Tehran vampire” for 

the series of grisly killings which 
has shocked Iran. 

Kordieh from Ghotshan in 
nort heastem Iran has reportedly 
confessed to slaying nine women in 
the Tehran region. Newspapers say 


he is accused of abducting, raping 
and killing at least 9 women and 
huraiag their bodies to ny to pre- 
vent identification. 

Accordir, S to his confessions 
"Parted by the press, Kordieh 
'ven! out hunting women once a 
week in his car. 

Tehran police chief Yussef- 
Reza Abolfethi said Kordieh was 
arrested in 1993 for the abduction 
and rape of a young girl but man- 
aged to escape police custody on 
his way to trial. 

The court hearing will resume 
on Wednesday while the femilies 
of the victims called for the ston- 
ning of the ■‘vampire”. 

investigation is underway to 
find if Kordieh had any accom- 
plice. 
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NATO’s Plans for Expansion 
to Undermine Iran’s Security 

TcAnut Times Srmcn 

* *• ~ 

In view ofthe relevance of the remarks to current NATO plans for 
opansion parttailar^ to Eastern Europe, not a few Iranian daflies took 
fp the remarks of John Baret hi their editorials. 

W -”-^ b l y? 8e l ^ yhan u,at NATO >• reviewing the 

*0 of Africa and Aala. According to 

M to^ the n ^important part of thb plan will be implemented in the 

Kayhan, however, sees the Idea as still too earlv far mJri™ 
redic ticn a« to the poeaibBity of ft, achieving ,uc^. The ^Lton 
^the m oment a eBII wretding with many prablems connected with the 

EuK, P yeou"trie« and those formeriy under the Rus- 
an reelm of mfiuence. Political experts see such remarks as noH.!., , but 
eaggmndB ement of NATO's power and a warning directed at Russia 

“? * hould not te “ten lightly is that 
VP* , by u - s *> b fletting closer to the gates of Asia and the 
'ategic regions of the Middle East and the Caucasu^ 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 
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Mersad Operation 
Anniversary Held 

TdluiOM 2 mu» Sermctt i 


Tf/uwR Tntun SmrvicG 

TEHRAN — The Foundation for 
the Preservation of Memories of 
the Sacred Defense, affiliated to 
the Joint Chiefe of Staff, held cere- 
toonies in remembrance ofthe suc- 
cessful Mersad operation mw* 
yews ago, and published the fol- 
lowing notice: 

Vfo have come nine years since 
that truly glorious morning when 
the Mersad Operation began. The 
valiant soldiers of Islam, in the" 
Western theater of operations dealt 
a heavy and fetal blow to the ruer- 
oenaries who had joined hands 
with the forces of Saddam 
Hussein, and in their childish 
dreams had taken leave of their 
senses to believe that they could 
occupy a part of this land. 

French 

Minister Meets 
Egyptian 
Leaders 

CAIRO — French Defense Minis- 
ter Alain Richard met Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on Sat- 
urday at the start of a visit to the 
Middle East, one of the biggest 
markets for French weapons. 

Richard, who arrived in Cairo 
late Friday, had talks with 
Mubarak at the president's sum- 
mer palace in Alexandria on 
Egypt's Mediterranean coast, offi- 
cials said. (AFT) 


The immense number of casu- 
alties suffered by the enemy in 
every sector of the front showed 
that their grievous error had alw 
become their graves. 

The mercenary forces of the 
Mujaheddin Khalq Organization 
(MKO) who, from the earliest 
stages erf 1 the Islamic revolution had 
heralded the banner of lie and de- 
ceit, and who had done anything 
and everything in their power - 
from taking sanctuary in the en- 
emy’s lap, to begging for diplo- 
matic support - put hand in the 
hand of the enemy’s of Islam and 
were severely defeated by the hand 
of God and the soldiers of Islam , 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 


Representative of an international telecommunications company is seeking for 
eligible candidates with the following qualifications 

a- Degree in electronics or telecommunications from a well recognized university 
b< Good command of English 

& For main platform at least 3 years of experience in UNIX environment and LANAVAN 
network architecture 

d- For sites at least 3 years of experience in microwave/RF systems. Hands on 
experience with test equipments like RF spectrum analyzer, power/retum loss 
measuring units, etc. 

Experience in telecommunication systems and good knowledge of ETSI and computer 
network standards will be an added advantage 

interested applicants may send their applications stating full details of personal 
information, qualifications, experience and contact phone number to 
P.O.Box Ho.: 15876-6744 






MAIN OFFICE 
SAATCHI 
FARROKHI 
PA VIVIAN 
SHOP 260 


727 ENGHEL^B AVE. 8807959 

MIRDAMAD AVE. 22726SO 

VAIMAK SQ. r SHIRAZ AVE. S772778 

.GOLESTAN SHOPPING CENTER, 8075771 
KARHV1KHAN, ABAN . 8811676 
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Research on 
80 Power 
Projects 
Underway 

Tehran, Thrust Service 
TEHRAN- A total of 80| re search 
Projecfa are underway on expan- 
sion of power industry, said Dep- 
uty Head of Research and 
Technology Department of Power 
Generation and Distribution Com- 
pany (TAVANIR) Ali Motaqed 
here on Saturday. 

Motaqed said that 25 out of the 
total projects have been success- 
fully accomplished and are ready 
for mass production, IRNA said. 

He said that Rls.six billion has 
been allocated this year to research 
in the area of power industry. 


15,000 Mobile 
Sets 

Manufactured 

Locally 

Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Electronics In- 
dustries Company of Iran (EICI). 
affiliated to the Defense Ministry, 
has manufactured 15,000 mobile 
sets, said the ministry here Satur- 
day. 

According to IRNA, the {drone 
sets are ready to be deliverd to 
Telecommunication Company of 
Iran(TCI), to be handed over to 
subscribers. 

Under the plan, die company 
will start manufacturing 100,000 
advanced mobile phone sets in die 
near future. 
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Oil Product Exporters 








Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN -The Bandar Abbas Oil 
Refinery will formally begin op- 
erations during the imminent visit 
of President Akbar Hashemi Raf- 
sanjani. 

The nominal capacity of die re- 
finery, of which all stages of de- 
signing, construction and 
installation were carried out by lo- 
cal experts, is 232,000 barrels per 
day. The refinery will provide em- 


ployment to 1 ,200 people, IRNA 
reported. 

With the operation of the Ban- 
dar Abbas Oil Refinery, built at the 
cost of over Rls.6,000 billion in 
hard and local currency, Iran will 
be able not only to meet its own 
requirements in oil products but 
also be transformed into an ofl 
product exporting country. 

The daily output of the first ever 
export-oriented heavy crude oil re- 
finery plant in die country includes 


Oil, Gas Projects Steer Qatar 
to Economic Prosperity 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Qatar is marching 
firmly towards economic prosper- 
ity as major oil and gas projects 
heal its transitory economic hard- 
ships and turn it again into acapilal 
exporter, experts say in Abu 
Dhabi* as quoted by AFP. 

Although oilfield development 
projects will hardly change its po- 
sition as a minor crude supplier, 
they will fetch it more hard cur- 
rency as the tiny Persian Gulf 
country has proven inability to 
control its OPEC-decreed oil 
share. 

But plans to turn its'mammoth 
underground gas wealth into mar- 
ketable liquid will be its real wind- 
fell as exports of liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) will generate even 
more cash than its entire oil sales, 
the experts say. 

Qatar, one of the tiniest coun- 
tries, aims to become the top LNG 
producer in the world with an 
eventual production of nearly 20 
million tons per year. 

As all the output will be ex- 
ported to Japan and other consum- 
ers, at least five billion dollars in 
extra income will find their way 
into its coffers every year. That is 
far more than the earnings gener- 
ated by crude exports. 

“The economy is expected to 
continue to perform well in the 
next few years," said Mohammed 
Moabi, senior economist at the 
Qatar National Bank. 

“By the turn of the century, 
most of the projects currently un- 
der implementation in gas, oil,.. 


petrochemicals, steel and other in- 
dustries should be folly opera- 
tional,” he wrote in the 
London-based Arab Banker 
magazine. 

“As -the majority of these pro- 
jects are export-oriented, Qatar 
should again be a capital surplus 
nation by the year 2001 .” 

Qatar's economy has been 
jolted by low oil prices, growing 
debt and poor foreign capital in- 
flows because of the absence of 
clear investment laws and restric- 
tions on ownership by non-nation- 
als. 

Economic woes, which fol- 
lowed a boom in the early 1980s, 
were cited by the present emir. 
Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa al- 
Thani, as a reason for overthrow- 
ing his father Sheikh Khalifa in a 
bloodless palace coup in 1995. 

Qatar's debt has swollen over 
the past few years as it strived to 
finance a persistent budget deficit 
and meet growing development 
needs. 

The debt grew sharply in the 
last two years as the government 
was forced to borrow to fund 
muiti-hillion-dollar LNG projects. 

According to the Bahraini- 
based Arab Banking Corporation 
(ABC), Qatar's total tkH soared to 
around 4.54 billion dollars in 1996 
from 2.75 billion dollars in 1995. 

Its current account, .a key indi- 
cator of healthy economy, contin- 
ued to record a deficit, which stood 
at 366 million dollars in 1996. 

Although the economy surged 
by around eight percent last year. 


this was mainly due to a sharp rise 
in oil prices, economists said. 

“These are momentary prob- 
lems caused mainly by weak oil 
prices and lack of investment,” 
said Ihsan abu Huleika, a promi- 
nent Saudi economic expert. 

“But the economy will start 
picking up soon and it is forecast 
to boom in foe next years. This is 
natural for a small country with 
such a huge gas wealth, an increase 
in foreign capital and a better in- 
vestment climate.” 

Qatar, with a population of only 
600,000, is the third biggest gas 
reservoir in foe world after Russia 
and Iran. Official and independent 
estimates put its reserves of natural . 
gas, mostly in foe giant north field, 
at more than eight trillion cubic 
meters (266.6 trillion cubic feet). 

It has already started exporting 
LNG to Japan and supplies are set 
to pick up as the projects get into 
fell swing. The Qatari government 
and its foreign partners have al- 
ready secured supply contracts for 
most of fob production. 

Experts said LNG sales would 
not only widen Qatar's economy, 
but will also guard it against ofl 
price fluctuations, redress its bal- 
ance of payments and sharply 
boost its per capita income, al- 
ready one of the highest in the 
world. 

“You will see a general upswing 
without sharp fluctuations in the 
economy, ” an expert said. “As you 
know, LNG, unlike oil, is sold on 
a long-term basis and prices re- 
main stable as per the agreement." 


7, 100 barrels of liquid gas, 46, 100 
barrels of petrol, 36,200 barrels of 
kerosene and jet fuel, 69,500 bar- 
rels of diesel fuel, 66,500 barrels 
of mazut, 5,000 barrels of tar and 
124 tons of sulfur. 

The Bandar Abbas Refinery has 
saved foe nation $950 million by 
using resources available within 
foe country. ' 

With foe inqilementation of foe 
project related to foe Bandar Ab- 
bas Refinery, foe eighth in foe 
country, foe capacity for foe trans- 
mission of oil products will in- 
crease by 200,000 barrels and its 
rate of annual reserves by 102 mil- 
lion cubic meters. 

During his visit to Hormuzgan 
province, the president will also 
inaugurate foe second phase of the 
jetty and foe loading and bff-load- 
ing facilities of the Hormuzgan 
Steel Complex. 

The project has been built at foe 
cost of over RJs. 1, 142 billion. 

A part of the raw material for 
steel industries will be met By local 
mines until it is fully operational 
and will facilitate the transporta- 
tion of iron ore from mines wi thin 
foe country by sea through Bandar 
Imam to foe Ahvaz Steel Complex 
and foe Qeshm Free Trade Zone. 

Among foe technical specifica- 
tions of foe project is an access 
canal with a length of 6.5 km lead- 
ing to a 700 sq. meter pool, jetty 
for minerals and petroleum prod- 
ucts a 1860-meter access bridge 
and sea water pumping station. 


Iranian tapy Provides Monetary 


MMM 


Tehran Thnes Service .. tries, indufong foe Central Asian 

republics, provides a suitable fo- 
EHRAN - Tbe lranian. company - nnn fbr expansion of trade and 

ast Bank is in charge of providing paves foe wav for cultural coopera- 

onetary seivicesirtECOInterna- tioti, IRNA said. 

:nulExhfoition, being held in the - Setting up a special pnvxlioo in 
ttfoern city ofBandar Anzali. r the exhibition, Post Bank is ren- 
. . . dering financial services to foreign 

The Economic CooperationOr- . as well asdcmKgic participants, 
anization's (ECO) exhibition The week-long- exhibition was 
rhich is held annually with par- opened in Bandar Anzali on 
dpatioh of some regional coon- Wednesday. 

Libya Keen to Use ban’s 
Experiences io Fishing Industry 

Tehran Tunes Service Othman Ahdul g^dir fihollal, 

_____ • T .••• _ v „ ■ , voiced his countiy^desire to use 
TE HRAN - A Libyan delegation 

op fisheries arrived today to m- 

spect Iran's fulling fiicilities m „ 

vT. -■■■-.■ % . . - The Libyan delegation^ on a 

northern port city of Anzali. . - 

r J three-day tour of Iran on an mvita- 

. trcmbyGflan'sFi^ieries.wiirm- 
In an interview with IRNA,' spect fishing facilities of the 
Libyan head of delegation and dep^ province as -well asfish canning 
uty Minister of Sea Resources, and packaging processes. - 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - The Inmiancompoiiy 
Post Bank is in charge of providing 
monetary servicesatECOInterna- 
tional Exhibition, being held in foe 
northern city of Bandar Anzali. 7 . 

The Economic CooperationOr-- 
ganization's (ECO) exhibition 
which, is held annually with par- 
ticipation - of some regional cocn- 


Black Exported 


Tehran Tunes Service tries m Europe; Asia and Africa, 

carbon Made worth over one mil- reported. 

iion dollar have been exported ^^nta, btock is produced ftom 

abroad from lite coiuify tins yetf, .residues of oil refineries and is. 

nsndforprodnctionrftiro indus-l 
Factory AMoialiFaghfoOrctobadi trie& 

said on Saturday. • The company wifo an annual 

He said that die caibon black production capacity of 15,000 to*/ 
has been shipped to different coon- became opperatioria] in 1994. T" 

Russia Can Not LowerS 


Tehran Times Service time, foe inmisfer smd, as qu^am : 

■ - . •_ , i "• by an IRNArltar-lass dispatchieel 

.THfflAN - Russ, a omnot &1H1 ^ ^ ^ Con 

ns ob liganon on kwnrog bn un - ■ gamB ^ at ^ oold umoUDCe 

S^toto»w*icustansdues ' 
1998-1999, Russian Munster of ^ fi*™ fo, in**,* by2005. 

jbe.fix& meeting of the gnuenmieiif ***** 

commission for protectionist • . • ^ 

measnresin foreign bsdeandens- 

tomsHariffpoli^ srould life toh^by ZOQS. Tins , 

tl. . should be done to prepaxedomes- ? 

:v: y , w nc ticproducerefbrcoi^ 

port^tensdnesbySSperoent « Zbo* of nnp^oJsfollons 

meht of the RussUn ivemmeot : r loa^rf.^ort dues, 

and the central bank onfundamen- This .mflqw <h(etnd 

tals ofRussian economic policyfin: : ' 

1997. it was planned to tower foie fort Ufa g 6 v- 

import does by 20 percent in'1998 ^ ^ *deol~ 

and by another 15 percent in 1999. . - °^ : ^ d at 


Gulfstream Signs 
Agreement With Oman 


Tehran Times Service 

TEHRAN - Oman on Saturday 
signed a $- 20 - million oil explora- 
tion and production agreement 
with Canada's Gulfstream Re- 
sources Ca nada Ltd., a statement 
by the Omanese Ministry of Petro- 
leum and Minerals said. 

“The Canadian company has 
been awarded exploration and pro- 
duction rights in Hofer region 
number 30 in : the norfo of the sul- 
tanate (of ‘Oman),” the statement 
said, as quoted by Reuter. 

It said tiie agreement commits 


and the central bank on fimdamen- ^ : ,D ®9 W 'deterred 

tals oflhissianctooiiobw; policy wittiAe 

1997. it was planned to tower foe « av ~ 

import does by 20 percent in'1998 ^ tnwa ^. foe ideol- 

andbyanofoerI5percenthH999. ^ 

It has become clear it is impossible encour “« e ^t?*f:^ ^export* The* 
to fulfill foe oblintibn in foe set - * ow f , » I ? e,lCs - eocquragement of 

— production of goods that can re- 

_ _ _ Cy* ; place urpoit analogsahould be an 

ffl MflfIS - .^auxiliary task, he said..: . 

With Oman Saturday’s 

the Canadian companytospendat . . ” Tf la 1 

least $20 mfllirai over the next six . ' . Jl k^Rlr 

years on exploration programs • 

which include drilling three" ex'- Tehran Timms Service 

ploratory weUs. _ ^ ' TEHRAN :-' A total of 755 039 

worth over l.as’S- 
and Mineral Resources Said bin . 

Ahmed ai-Shanferi said the. agree- .130 a l - ^ vr ^ 
menfwifo foe Canadian OS^plicante at the Tehran Stock 

was one of many which his minis- E “ htn8saS ? . on Sate**. £ 
tryplanslo sign for oil exploration \ ^ ^Sahmlay s deal foesharesof 
in various parts of foe country - 7 com P anmt!S 

Oman produces 900,000 bar- - 

rels per day of oil — which ao-’ The general price ihdex oo Sat- 

counts fw nearly three-quarters of ' unlay stood at ! 848^) poiiits, up 
government revenue. . . °- 4 points compared to foe .figure 

- 1 - : " ' bn yfe^esday. ... . ‘ . \ V 
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Ronaldo relishes Italian challenge 

MILAN: Ronaldo The world's most expensive footballer — 
pledged, his future to Inter Milan and made his peace with 
‘ Barcelona when he arrived here on Friday to start his career in 
Italy, . . 

"f'lUiow the fans are expecting a lot and I want to help them 
to win titles," he said. 

*My life has always been a series of challenges and I'm 
psychologically-prepared but this is the biggest challenge of ray 
life," he added. 

He buried the hatchet with Barcelona, who have forced inter 
to pay more than the $27.6 million Inter thought had secured 
his release after a bitter tug-of-war. 

Inter’s Pistone Joins Newcastle 

LONDON: Inter Milan's defender Alessandro Pistone on Friday 
completed his 43 million pound ($6.5 million) move to English 
premiership dub Newcastle. 

The Italian under-2 1 international, who has signed a four-year 
contract, will return to Tyneside early next week after wraDDine 
up affairs in Italy. 

HardrUp Magpies Let Ferdinand Fly Nest 

LONDON: Newcastle manager Kenny Dalglish on Friday 
admitted that the decision to sell Les Ferdinand to Tottenham 
for 6 million pounds ($9 million) had been a financial one. 

It has been suggested that Newcastle's brokers had made the 
dub sell Ferdinand because they felt the money was too good to 
turn dow for a player who is now 30. 

Dalglish said on Friday: "I don't want to get involved discuss- 
ing politics. But this was a financial decision more than a football 
one. 


Australia Is in Charge 

LEEDS, England: Australia took command of the fourth test 
against England at headingley on Friday after memorable 
performances from pace bowler Jason Gillespie and opening bat 
Matthew Elliott 

Resuming on 106 for three, England were dismissed for 172 
after a career-best seven for 37 from fast bowler Gillespie. The 
tourists were then in trouble at 50 for four before Elliott hit an 
unbeaten 134 in a 208 run partnership with Ricky Ponting (86 
not out) to steer Australia to 258 for four by the dose - an 66-run 
lead. 

Gillespie tore through England batting line-up- after night- 
watchman dean headley had defied them for 40 minutes with a 
determined 22, claiming six for 23 in 47 deliveries as the last 
seven wickets fell for 34 runs in 14 overs. 


. Toyota Back Rally Championship 

TOKYO: The Toyota team, which has been banned from the 
WoifdRally Championship, will return to the international arena 
next month in preparation for the 1998 season. 

The 1994 world champion French driver Didier Auriol will test 
the ToyotaCaroHa at the 1,000 Lakes Rally in Finland on August 
29,' where fhe Toyota team Europe posted its first world cham- 
pionship win 22 years ago. 

The Toyota team will contest all the remaining rounds of the 
world championship as a development exerdse, in readiness for 
a firttf re world championship program. 


Golf Legend Hogan Dies at Age 84 

.FORT WORTH, Texas: Legendary golfer ben hogan, who won 
nine major championships and made a remarkable recovery 
from a near-fetal car crash, died here Friday, three weeks shy of 
his 85th birthday. 

Hogan had entered the hospital for bronchitis on Thursday, 
sat his secretary, pat martin. "He had been ill for a while," she 
said, 

Hogan won four us open, two masters, two pga champion- 
ships and one British open between 1946 and 1953. 

Doctors predicted hogan would never walk again after a 
February 2, 1949, car crash in which his auto struck a bus 
head-on. hogan nearly died.but recovered from shattered legs 
to play in 1950, winning that year's us open. 

AFP 


Martinez Finally 
Beals Nemesis 
Seles 

PALO ALTO, California — 
Spain's Conchita Martinez 
outlasted her Nemesis Monica 
Seles 7-6 (7-5) 6-4 in a nearly 
two-hour quarter-final at the 
$450,000 bank of the West 
Classic Friday for her biggest 
singles victory since winning 
Wimbledon in 1994. 

Martinez, who was 0-1 1 and 
bad never woo a set against Seles 
entering the match', put on a bril- 
liant tactical display, consistently 
confounding her more powerful 
opponent with deep backhand 
slices to the second-seeded Se- 
les's Rickety forehand. 

* 4 1 can’t explain how happy I 
am," said Martinez, the sixth 
seed. “First, that I finally beat 
Monica Seles. Second, because I 
finally played my game, in the 
past, I worild get tentative and 
give it to her. this time, I beat 
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open the second set, and leading 
4-3, gamely fought off two break 
points, the first on a backhand 
volley drop shot from her shoe 



Monica Seles has 

Monica and I won over myself, 
too. 

“Winning a grand slam is 
great, but for my confidence, this 
win is right up there. 

World number one Martina 
Hingis’s steely confidence was 
nearly shaken in a 6-1 6-7 (9-7) 

6-3 victory over unseeded Ameri- 
can Linda wild. 

Bouncing her racket off the 
court in disgust with her sputter- 
ing grounds! rokes, Hingis was 
down 2-0 in the third set before 
regaining her composure and 
control of die court. 

“I always have one bad day at 
a tournament and this was it.” the 
16-year-old Swiss said, “it 
wasn't easy having to play two 
days in a row at 7:30 p.m. I can’t 
do anything much during the day 
because I don't want to get tired. 
I’ve already been horseback rid- 
ing and rollerblading twice. If I 
go to the mall again, I'll spend 
more money than I'll make all 
week.” 

The wanner of the bank of the 
west will take home $79,000. 

In a semifinal Saturday, 
Hingis will meet American Lind- 
say Davenport, a 7-6 (7-2) 6-3 
winner over Russia's Elena Lik- 
bovsteva. 

Martinez had plenty of oppor- 
tunities to fold. She was up 3-0 in 
the first set and let Seles claw into 
the tiebreaker, but leading 6-5 in 
die breaker, Martinez went for a 
wicked slice serve that Seles 
dumped into the net. 

The 25-year-old broke Seles to | 


a bright future 

tips after a 20-ball rally, and die 
second on a swinging forehand 
volley she pasted into the comer. 

(AP) 


Disneyland Marks Last Weekend 


Compiled From Dispatches 
LA MARNE EN VALLEE, 
France - A tour around 
Disneyland Paris marks the final 
weekend of the Tour de France. 

Jan Ullrich is on the verge of 
becoming the first German to win 
the overall title. He has been 
wearing the leader’s yellow jer- 
sey since the 10th stage of the 21 
stage race that began on July 5 in 
Rouen. 

A 63 km (39-mile) time trial 
around Disneyland Paris marked 
Saturday’s 20th stage, and Ull- 
rich could increase his lead. 

Meanwhile it was reported 
from Dijon, France that Mario 
Traversoni of Italy won the 19th 
stage of the Tour de France here 
on Friday — after the first two 
over the line were disqualified. 

Jan Ullrich of Germany, who 
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rode in with the main pack almost 
18 minutes behind the front pair, 
retained the yellow jersey. 

Both Bart voskamp of the 
Netherlands and Germany Jens 
Heppner were adjudged guilty of 
breaking the rules in the final 
sprint to the line — making 
Voskamp the third stage winner 
to be disqualified in this year's 
Tour de France. 

“We decided that as both had 
caused obstructions the only thing 
to do was to disqualify both, "one 
of die four judges said. 

W. Asian Basketball 
in Tehran 

TEHRAN — The preliminary 
round of West Asian Basketball 
Competition will open in Tehran 
with a match between Iran and 
Jordan, August 6. 

Iran, Jordan, and Syria are 
participants in the Round-Robin 
competition to determine the re- 
gion's representative in t!.e final 
round to be held in Sauui Arabia 
August 23 to September 22 of this 
year. IRNA 

Irani Runner 
Up in 
Volleyball 

COPENHAGEN — In the final 
stage of the men's volleyball 
competitions of the 18th Olympic 
games for the deaf and hard of 
hearing in Copenhagen Friday 
night, the Iranian team was 
defeated by Ukrainian and settled 
for the silver medal of the 
competitions. 

The Iranian team, victorious 
in the grueliing semi-final match 
against Italy, appeared exhausted 
and lost in three straight sets to 
die team from Ukrainian. 

In other games of the night, 
Italy defeated Poland, three 
games to one and earned the 
bronze medal and U.S. overcame 
the Netherlands to secure the fifths, 
spot. 

In the final game of the 
w.omen’s volleyball competi- 
tions, the Russian team defeated 
Ukrain to bag die gold. (IRNA) 
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Palestinians Demand World 
Action Against Israeli Settlements 

NEW SETTLEMENT PLAN SUSPENDED 


TEHRAN TIMES 


GAZA CITY — Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority called Satur- 
day for concrete action from the 
international community to make 
Israel back off from plans to build 
a new settlement in Arab Hast Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas. 

The authority issued a state- 
ment after an overnight Cabinet 
meeting chaired by Arafat brand- 
ing the pl ann ed new settlement in 
Ras al-Amoud a “grave threat" to 
peace. 

It urged the world, especially 
the United Slates and Europe, to 
take “concrete and serious meas- 
ures to save the peace process and 
stop settlement building." 

Otherwise, it warned, the Pal- 
estinians “will lose their faith in a 
peace process which gives them 
nothing." 

Israeli authorities in Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas gave the green tight 
Thursday to an American Jewish 
millionaire to build 70 new homes 
for Jews in the middle of Ras al- 
■ Amoud, a neighborhood of 1 1 ,000 
Palestinians at the foot of the 
Mount of Olives. 

But Israeli Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu pledged to block 
the potentially explosive move, 
saying it was not “appropriate" to 
build in an Arab neighborhood for 
the time being. 

He asked his legal advisor 
Eliakim Rubinstein to search for a 
legal way to halt the project, even 
though his own government ap- 
proved it last December. 

The Palestinians, who walked 
out of peace talks in protest at work 
on another Jewish settlement else- 
where in Israeli-annexed East Bait- 
uI-Moqaddas, warned the new 
plan amounted to a "declaration of 
war.” 


The United States said Friday it 
was opposed to the new project but 
called on the Palestinians to remain 
calm and wait and see if Netanyahu 
can block construction. 

State Department spokesman 
James Foley said the new settle- 
ment "would be a move that would 
further undermine confidence be- 
tween the parties. ** 

Arab states secured a condem- 
nation of Israeli settlement build- 
ing in the UN General Assembly, 
which ordered the Zionist state in 
April to hah work on the Har 
Homa housing project which 
sparked the four-month crisis in 
the peace process. 

Israel refused, and the UN Gen- 
eral Assembly again criticized it on 
July 16 hut stopped short of an 
Arab demand to impose economic 
sanctions on the Zionist state. 

The new project in Ras al- 
Amoud was launched by U.S. 
businessman Irving Moskowitz 
from Miami, well known here for 
helping rightwing nationalist 
groups to buy up homes and land 
in a bid to turn disputed East Bait- 
ul-Moqaddas into a Jewisb-popu- 
lated area. 

It will be die first time Israel has 
built a Jewish neighborhood in the 
heart of a Palestinian district 

The developer of a contentious 
project fora new Jewish settlement 
in Arab East Baitul-Moqaddas has 
put tiie jdans on bold because of 
strong oppositions. 

American Jewidi millionaire 
Irving Moskowitz told Israeli 
authorities that he has “for the time 
being" decided to suspend con- 
struction. 


Turkish Prosecutors Rule No 
Evidence Ciller Spied hr CIA 


ANKARA — State Security prose- 
cutors on Friday said there was no 
proof former Turkish Foreign 
Minister Tansu Ciller spied for the 
CIA and dropped a case against 
her, Anatolia news agency said. 

The semi-official agency ’ said 
the state security court’s decision 
corresponded to a ruling late 
Thursday by Turkish military 
prosecutors. 

An inquiry was opened on July 
16 following claims by the leader 
of Turkey’s Labor. Party Doeu 
Perincek that he had documents 
proving tint Ciller, while prime 
minis ter between 1993 and 1996, 
had undergone training in the 
United States and bad then worked 


for the Central Intelligence 
Agency. 

But the prosecutor at the State 
Security Court, Nuh Mete Yuksel, 
said there was no concrete proof, 
and the case was closed, Anatolia 
reported. 

CDter, who leads the conserva- 
tive opposition True Path Party, is 
widely disliked within die military 

— which regards itself as the 
guardian of Turkey’s secular state 

— for joining forces in Parliament 
with Necmettin Erbakan’s Wei fere 
Party last year, thus malting him 
the republic’s first Islamist: prime 
minister. 

(AFP) 


Mubarak Holds Talks With 
Arafat on Settlement Plan 


ALEXANDRIA, Egypt — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak met 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat in 
tiie Mediterranean port city of Al- 
exandria on Saturday to discuss the 
latest threat to the deadlocked 
peace process. 

At the center of the discussions 
at tiie president’s residence were 
plans for a new Jewish settlement 
in the heart of Arab East Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas, officials said. 

Bait-ui-Moqaddas' municipal 
authority, led by rightwing mayor 
Ehud Olmert, on Thursday author- 
ized an American millionaire to 


build 70 Jewish homes on private 
land in the Arab neighborhood of 
Ras al-Amoud. 

Palestinian leaders branded the 
project a “declaration of war” 
which could deal a fatal blow to the 
peace process with Israel, already 
stalled for four months over the 
building of another settlement in 
annexed East Bait-ul-Moqaddas. 

Arafat also informed Mubarak 
of his meeting with Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy in Brussels 
earlier this week under the aus- 
pices of the European Union. 

(AFT) 


(Contd From Pg. lj 

PROTEST... 

jral's visit was like “sprinkling salt 
on the wounds'* of Kashmiris. 

Gujral will hold talks with 
Farooq Abdullah, the chief minis- 
ter of Kashmir, where the separa- 
tist campaign has killed more than 
20,000 people since 1989. 

Kashmir, India's only Muslim- 
majority state, is disputed between 
India and Pakistan. New Delhi ac- 
cuses Islamabad of arming and 
training the militants. 

Pakistan denies the allegations 
but gives diplomatic and moral 
support to the campaign, describ- 
ing it as the Kashmiris' rightful 
struggle for self-rule. 

Meanwhile, Indian Prime Min- 
ister Inder Kumar Gujral on Satur- 
day offered for the first time to 
hold talks without pre-conditions 
with separatist guerrillas in the 
strife-torn northern state of Kash- 
mir. 

“I am ready to talk without any 
conditions with those misguided 
people with guns just like we have 
done with tribal militants of Na- 
galand,” he announced in Qaz- 
tkund, 80 kilometers (46 miles) 
south from Srinagar. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

LEBANESE... 

Mariam Sobh, 60, was injured 
by fragments from a shell which 
fell on Sohmor, around 10 kilome- 
ters (six miles) outside the eastern 
< sector of Israel's self-declared “se- 
curity zone” in South Lebanon. 

The Voice of the South, the 
radio of the Israeli-allied South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) mercenar- 
ies, said the attack did not cause 
any casualties. 

Under an April 1996 cease-fire 
accord, Israel and the Hezbollah 
agreed not to target civilians on 
either side of the border or to 
launch attacks from civilian areas. 

(AFP) 

(Contd From pg. 3) 

MISUARI... 

“If they malm a mistake owing 
to the inability to produce some- 
thing that can convince (the peo- 
ple) to join hands with us in putting 
up autonomy... (that) mistake 
could be tiie very recipe for the 
renewal of war.” 

Misuari did not say be would 
return to the battlefield but warned 
more people could join a rebel 

group which has been skirmishing 
with the government for a separate 
state in the southern Philippines. 

“If autonomy will not be 
pushed through... people might 
even join extremist dements who 
will demand something more." 

Misuari made the speech late 
Friday to officials of the Southern 
Philippine Council for Peace and 
Development (SPCPD), a body 
charged with overseeing develop- 
ment projects in 14 Muslim-popu- 
lated provinces in the southern 
Philippines. 

The SPCPD was created last 
year as' part of a concession to 
Misuari when he signed a peace 
agreement with the government, 
ending more than two decades of 
fighting for a separate Islamic 
state. 

He was also elected governor of 
a four-province Muslim autono- 
mous area within the area covered 
by the SPCPD. 

As part of the peace agreement, 
the government will hold a plebi- 
scite by 1999 asking die remaining 


provinces of tiie SPCPD if they 
wish to be part of an expanded 
autonomous area. 

(AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

PRESIDENT... 

Khan, and governor of the Central 
Bank of Iran (CBI) Mohsen Nour- 
bakhsh gave reports on the eco- 
nomic situation of the country. 

Mohammad Khan said inflation 
has been pushed down to below 16 
percent last year from 43 percent 
in the preceding year. 

Mohammad Khan and Nour- 
bakhsh awarded the president with 
a plaque of honor for his meritori- 
ous services in the field of eco- 
nomic development and 
reconstruction of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran. 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

ALGERIAN... 

Zouabri, 26, was killed on 
Thursday before dawn at a block- 
house in mountains seven kilome- 
ters (four miles) from Hattatba. a 
town 40-odd kilometers (25 miles) 
west of the Algerian capital, it 
said. 

Informed sources however had 
told AFP on Thursday that Zouabri 
had been killed two days earlier, in 
the same area. 

For its part, President liamme 
Zeroual’s military-supported secu- 
lar government — at war with Is- 
lamic activists for five years — 
has yet to publicly announce that 
Zouabr is finished. 

El Wtaan said that a military 
operation launched about 10 days 
ago had claimed 135 victims in foe 
ranks of the GIA. 

(AFP) 


(Contd From Pg. 1) 

LEGHARI... 

purpose our two governments 
should be able to resolve the out- 
standing issues between the two 
countries for mutual benefit,” he 

said in a message to K.R. Naray- 
anan who was sworn in as presi- 
dent on Friday. 

Leghari said in the congratula- 
tory note that Pakistan desired ten- 
sion-free cooperative relations 
with its neighbor. 

Pakistan and India, which re- 
sumed normalization talks in 
March after a break of more than 
three years, have scheduled a third 
session between their foreign sec- 
retaries in New Delhi in Septem- 
ber. 

The neighbors, celebrating next 
mouth the golden jubilee of their 
independence from Britain, have 
fought three wars in foe past, two 
of them over control of foe Hima- 
lyan region of Kashmir. 

(AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) • 

anti-taleban... 

The anti-Taleban coalition’s 
foreign minister, Abdulrahim 
Ghafourzehi, confirmed Friday 
that Masood was commanding op- 
position forces north of Kabul in 
an interview'with a Swiss newspa- 
per published Friday. 

Ghafourzehi suggested in the 
Tribune De Geneve that immediate 
peace talks were possible if the 
fundamentalist militia clears out of 
Kabul. 

“If they evacuate the city, we 
are ready to immediately begin 


peace talks.** he said, adding that 
the Taleban have rejected such a 
proposal. 

Meanwhile, The Taleban milit ia 
Saturday reacted angrily after tiie 
London-based Amnesty Interna- 
tional said nearly 2,000 ethnic Ta- 
jiks and Hazaras had been 
imprisoned during Taleban sweeps 
in Kabul. 

In a statement from its London 
headquarters, the hu m a n rights 
group said Friday most of the de- 
tainees were non-combattants, 
picked up at their homes in Khair 
Khana, Karte Parwau, Char Kala 
and Dasht Bare hi districts. 

The Taleban spokesman said 
“small scale arrests” had taken 
place, but asserted the captives 
were only “those instigated by for- 
eign countries to disturb security.” 

“Those whose crimes are not 
substantiated will of course be re- 
leased after investigation,” 
Mutawakel added. 

The Amnesty report said the 
victims of the roundup were being 
held at Kabul’s Pul-e Charkhi 
Prison, a building that gained no- 
toriety during the 1979 to 1992 
communist regime in Afghanistan. 

The report accused the hard- 
line militia of bolding prisoners in 
deplorable conditions with limited 
access to food, adding that some 
had experienced . ill treatment in 
detention. 

Amnesty added that most of the 
men were family breadwinners, 
held by foe Taleban to intimidate 

die rest of the community and dis- 
courage family members from 
joining anti-Taleban forces outside 
the capital. 

The human rights group called 
for the “immediate and uncondi- 
tional” release of the detainees, 
whom it described as prisoners of 
conscience. 

However Mutawakel dismissed 
foe accusations, claiming that 
those held at Pul-e Cbariri are 
“mosdy POW’s and people caught 
in the battlefield.” 

(AFP) 

(Contd From Pg. 1) 

TURKISH... 

The new law would increase 
compulsory secular education 
from five to eight years, shutting 
down tiie junior high sections of 
Islamic secondary schools. 

Other measures ordered by the 
military are the curbing of funding 
which allegedly support Islamic 
groups and the shutdown of unli- 
censed Qoran study courses. 

(AT) 

(Contd From Pg. 3) 

NATO... 

Kayhan writes that foe most 
visible efforts exerted by the U.S. 
and European countries aimed at 
strengthening NATO’s power and 
promoting its expansion objective 
is in its participation in trans-re- 
gional operations. Citing an in- 
stance of NATO display of power, 
foe daily pointed to its participa- 
tion in Operation Desert Shield 
where it joined U.S. forces in driv- 
ing Iraqi forces out of Kuwait. 

Informed sources believe that 
NATO's southern members— 
Spain, France, Italy, Greece and 
Turkey— may put pressure on 
NATO to pay attention to their 
region’s growing need for security. 

The U.S. asm is to gain world 
acceptance ofNATO, as the biggest 
military organization in the world, 
as being able to undertake the role 
of an international police — led bv 
the U.S. of course — in Europe, the 
Middle East, North Africa and 
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even the Pacific region. 

TheKayhan commentary gives 
the implication that several years 
of experience obtained during fo* 
post-revolution period proves that 
U.S. policies should not go un- 
heeded. The U.S. ultimate goal is 
to be implemented along with an 
overall plan to use NATO as a lever 
to control and exert pressure on the 
Islamic Republic of Iran. 

The above points, in the light 
the presence of American forces in 
the Persian Gulf region, foe eco- 
nomic sanctions imposed against 
Iran, the support extended to op- 
ponents of the Islamic system, the 
denunciations made by the UN Hu- 
man Rights Commission of alleged 
human rights violations in Iran, 
and their biased stance in the 
“three-islands dispute” in the Per- 
sian Gulf are all convincing proofs 
of U.S. attempts to undermine 
Iran’s national security 

In a news analysis, the Fersian- 
lan g ua g e daily Ettela ‘at writes that 
NATO rejects tiie charges relating 
to NATO's desire for domi natio n 
while asserting its stated goal 
which is to strengthen peace and 
security in Europe and the Atlantic 
region. But the daily points out, 
the facts as indicated prove other- 
wise. 

The daily further writes that 
despite Russia's signing of a coop- 
eration agreement with NATO late 
last month, Moscow has not 
stopped condemning NATO for ap- 
proaching its borders — something 
which Moscow considers to be a 
threat to its security. 

Ettela' at points to one other 
proof of a difference in NATO 
stated objectives, i.e., stability in 
Europe, from its actual objective. 
NATO it says, has accepted the 
membership of three countries bot 
has left nine others in the waiting 
list While ail such states who have 
applied to join NATO insist on 
their common support for NATO’s 
objectives, some countries are be- 
ing accused of instigating support 
for Russia's spirit of expansionism. 

(Contd from Pg.7) 

UK... 

Traditionally, heart surgery on 
the young involves chilling sick 
and fravile children before operat- 
ing, a technique known as hy- 
pothermia surgery. The problem is 
that a quarter of children undergo- 
ing such surgery suffer serious 
side effects. 

Como’s method, which he cads 
Normothermia, had astonished 
doctors around (he world, HCI, 
which is located near . Glasgow, 
said. He has performed, tiie tech- 
nique, operating m children with- 
out lowering their body 
temperatures or stowing metabo- 
lism and blood flov^ in (fOcases 
since last year. . . . - 

“The benefits pf the Nor- 
mothennic technique speak for 
themselves,” Como said. “Al- 
though it means we have to work 
much fester, we are able to avoid 
the complications which can arise 
from deliberately chilling and re- 
heating the child.” 

Como, 47, said most of his 
patients leave tiie HCI intensive 
care unit (TCID after 24 hours and 
return borne after five to seven 
days. Under traditional methods, 
11 days is morenannal. 

In addition,, fewer childrca re- 
quire inotropic drags to mam am 
foe heart’s ability to pump Wood 
after surgery, while complications 
such as respiratory disorders and 
blood, liver mod kidney difficulties 
are significantly reduced. 

All that adds to a significant 
reduction in hospitalization costs. 


- * - **&?•»*• ' j 



^ jiy* s 



k 




4 





“• ' ** J 

* # j* - r 

^ if- 


^ Ytypr 







> : 'tr- * r ' 




6 il " *■: s 


- -f < 

•p,. 

S, -v.t 

' ’ ' 

- •‘H* 

‘ ; 
-i-w JtMgc 


■*- ... 

11 =■••=• * , 


'r-.Str ■ 



' i 1* : - 

' r Vi. . 



“■aarir- . , 





■f wto/p . 

■ ■ ; 


*^r r^-; ■ 

1 ^ _ . 

* 

i 

Jj' 



ill 






\ xr ** j 
1 <u - 


-i 

urn 

V. " f 

£ ■ J ' 

*• 


ir._ ■ 


■•‘.w 

k - 

.i •*. 

* * 




' ****** 

V- ........... J, 

**». VS 

“y 

J- ^ 

^ -TEwoat: ; 

* 

1 .IW.; ... 

- -V-1^ r 

sc ^ 

" y***"t» 

* 

r -*V • * 

j -iTTKit' 

•*" fty*. I. 

...* . 3 


’ 'fWswatjfe; 

-.tr iv .... *. .' = 






. r . 












* 

^ '5*=->; 


--VHffSfbwa 


4. — 


• t*-' _ 


« ** ■ 

**fr**4 ^ 

**■"**** i-BV.!.* 

' w “ -J-j 

►■•***• y t;i , i; v; 

***■•■** %... 



ft s ^»*- 

,. .. 

M-.-Wtt -V.r.I 

*** •‘••■"I ->,«.. . ^ 

•rH' *r ;ri*, . 

«*.. £«*•. .fvv,.. 

•3?&BSr 5 ai i-' , ii ...... 

s*S»- ^.y . . ^ _,. . 

Aft' H ; Ai- a- • ... 

*" V-v- • -• 

‘yA&i& u . , 

^ v. .**.,■ J 
>«■*,.«- . .,. 
*•-- ' •- 

ipafri- ■» -'.‘f* • - ^ 

V%S* . V uCt: ■■ . . ._ , 

tf#* ft*- 
?• ■*• *.v"-.., . 

!“*&■ • «i ■•.*. - ... 

*;.»• :*. 
i «r*wr t •-* •-?* ;> • 

K-. ...... 

. .'♦T7. , v?>.<f ».• "ir ... .-, ■ 


- s*‘.- 

S- *?<■>'■ ■ . i ••• . - 

•? '"'' '-**• ' ' »• 

-»«?■ r f>i:. fr • • ■ 
'•!■.».. -. -» 

«54,t«*=l • ji’- 

'ftl* i 

sw : .«**-• • ''•'- 

-a- ••—**•»■’■■ -i- 

4* *' '■’■ 5 

inx \-> ■'**■■■'*: • »•■' 


•v**wn * - 

nrRKlsH 

<*# •-• ■ 
***-;" •' ' 

.tp*- *v-'" •' * - *■ ■ 
*&* .£*. v-s- --• "•■ ^ 

&N*>- 

-•■«• 

«« "•■ 

AJ*. 

S5FI <*«V. 

■^*7 ri-rr ■ r --'*' 


/„ «'«%v 
•y . <> r 

H? 

■'*•• i- ... 

• :< “" "■ V 

- . t ..*«h 
. 

•• r 


[f- 


i 


••c 

•Xi-i. 


2>. 






'^, 


' -*•;- 
f? 


■Jtr- 

"• 

• *C 


*• ••-"• -'.t: 


• »< ••.. 


.^U^nWr* '**'■ * 

S' 

^ ii. $i wtf. >'■•:■' 
^ ’.' r " 

i -4#h4> 'ft*!’-'?'*- 

'#■ v- 


l K... 


:’l . v* 

i-:: ' :•• ..’ -.SJ«r 
v ic -.-riZi r- 

- • .-i : t ••«7 r ' ur 

..a ■■ **'* 

, • : !£•“' - 

• * 

?'»■- 

*»- e 
.. f.5* S *• 

v »«f-» 

.._ -W *VXj ; -■ 

•« ■ -! u 

,- r ju— - ' ''- 
., ■■» ‘ 

r t-v “ ’° ‘ 


j* •' f 1 







fr-. 






5: '".'" 

■ssSf^-.v 

if#*' ^■ ■' , 
:;* - 

ptepte ****' " 


PAG. 15 


Normal Service Resumed in HK, 

but Political Change Under Way 


TEHRAN TIMES 


|Uir 27, 1997 



HONG KONG — With a lingering 
sense of anti-climax, Hong Kong 
. appeam little changed four weeks 
after its handover to China, but the 
untroubled mood shrouds deep 
political changes already 
engineered by its new masters. 

There have been no stern-faced 
mainland troops in the streets, no ^ 
eruptions.^ civil disorder or 
crackdowns on demonstrators and 
there are few outward signs that 
the thriving capitalist territory is 
now part of communist China. 

. “There are not too many 
' physical changes, apart from the 
new government and the presence 
of Chinese troops, hot there is no 
fear 'in my heart/* said Lok 
Kam-Sang, a 65-year-old 
messenger. 

“We are ordinary citizens and 
pot involved in politics, so there’s 
nothing to he soned about. ” 

For yan, (eds: one name), a 
housewife in her mid-30s, the 
handover has barely left a mark on 
the lives of ordinary Hong 
Kongers. “Not much has changed 
— 1 just take life as before,” she 
said. 

As foe four-day riot of new 
found patriotism and pageantry 
marking the July 1 handover 
CTbffyVi and the novelty of the 
communist Chinese flag flying 
over Hong Kong wore off, the 
tenitMj' Soon k nuckl ed down to 
what it. does best — making 
money. iJ V; 

However, chief executive Tung 
Chee-Hwa methodically set about 
dismantling reforms passed under 
British nfle, "prompting charges 


4s* 


that be baf tilted power too far 
towards Hong Kong’s business 
elite. 

His tactics triggered a storm of 
protest among democrats 
unceremoniously turfed out of 
their seats when the- elected 
legislative council was replaced by 
the China-picked provisional 
legislature. 

“End of Honeymoon’’ 
screamed an ecfitorial in the South 
China Morning Post detailing the ' 
furore that erupted over Tung's 
determination to overturn liberal 
laws passed in the final days of 
colonial rule. 

Tung's oft repeated Mantra 
before July I was that freed from 
156 years of colonial domination, 
Hong Kong people would be at last 
be allowed to govern Hong Kong.. 

However, as the provisional 
legislature froze labour laws 
granting increased protection for 


workers, opponents started to 
question just who Tung's cabinet, 
or executive council, was 
governing Hong Kong for. 

Former Democratic Party 
legislator Andrew Cheng claimed 
the provisional legislature’s action 
proved a cosy clique had 
developed between the 
government and big business. 

“It sends a bad message to the 
international community that they 
have already started to work it out 
with die business community in 
Hong Kong,” he told AFP. 

“Tung is trying to copy die 
Singapore model in Hong Kong.** 
However, Tung said that the 
action was vital to safeguard Hong 
Kong’s standing as an Asian 
economic superpower. 

“If yon look at it, Hong Kong's 
economy has been good, 
unemployment rate is very low,” 
he said. 

“And one of the reasons is 
because of very good relationship 
we have and it is important that we 
continue this ... very good, 
harmonious labour-employer 
relationship. *' 

The provisional legislature 
session freezing the laws last week 
was interrupted by protests in the 
chamber's public gallery, vocal 
demonstrations outside, and 
hunger strikes by two labour 
activists. 

Government efforts to deport 
child illegal immigrants from 
China prompted fears that the 
basic law, the mini-constitution 
governing post-handover Hong 
Kong, could be bypassed. 

The issue came to a head when 
a father filed for a judicial review 
of an immigration department 
order to expel his three children, 
aged three to seven years. 

Hundreds more families are 
expected to follow suit in art effort 
to prove that a new immigration 
law passed by the provisional 
legislature contravenes the basic 
law, which grants right of abode 
to children if their parents are 
permanent residents. 

Spurred by the strongly 
pro-business signals emerging 
from Tung's office, Hoag Kong's 
stocks are still running riot — 
confounding predictions that 
exuberance in foe markets would 
cool after the handover. 

The Hang Seng index soared to 
three record closing highs in five 
sessions last week, only slipping 
back slighfly as investors helped 
themselves to profits. 

Hong Kong's new status. 


rumours of predatory moves on 
Hong Kong “blue-chips** by 
mainland firms and speculative 
attacks on other Asian currencies, 
are expected to boost prices even 
more, analysts said. 

“The concept of 'greater 
China' still holds good,” said 
Michael Ng, dealing director of 
Sassoon Securities Ltd., referring 
to the theory that Hong Kong is 
benefitting from its new links to 
the mainland. 

If soaraway stocks have been 
catching the eye, foe People’s 
Liberation Army — which 
rekindled memories of the 1989 
Tiananmen Square massacre when 
it rolled across the border, 
certainly hasn’t. 

The PLA has so far been an 
invisible army with little activity 
reported, parriculary at its 
downtown Prince of Wales 
headquarters. 

Under strict orders to keep a 
low profile, the army has even 
hinted that it will appoint a media 
officer and open barracks to foe 
public in a public relations 
initiative. 

(AFP) 


Trouble Spots to Dominate 
ASEAN Talks With Partners 


KUALA LUMPUR—- The Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) wifi hold talks here this 
weekend with its major interna- 
tional partners focusing on re- 
gional trouble spots. 

Cambodia is foe most immedi- 
ate concern, but there is also po- 
tential for conflict in the Korean 
Peninsula, across the Taiwan 
Straits and in foe South China Sea. 

In addition, many of ASEAN's 
western partners will be pressing 
human rights issues with the high- 
light on the regional grouping's 
brand-new member, Burma, 
where foe military junta rules with 
an iron hand. 

The fourth annual ASEAN re- 
gional forum (ARF) on Sunday 
will bring foe ASEAN states to- 
gether for day-long talks with part- 
ners including Australia. China, 
India, Japan, Russia and the 
United Stales. 

It is the largest and most diverse 
forum of its kind in the world, 
spanning both sides of the Pacific 
Ocean and encompassing coun- 
tries large and small, wealthy and 
poor and with widely varying po- 
litical systems. 

The forum was set up to give 
Asian states the means to head off 
conflict without being forced to 
rely on distant partners with differ- 
ent interests and the military might 
to back them. 

“The ARF process allows small 
and middle powers a significant 
voice in regional security affairs 
and inhibits foe major powers from 
dominating and dictating the re- 
gional security agenda,” said Mo- 
bamed Jawhar Hassan of 
Malaysia’s Institute of Strategic 
and International Studies. 

The forum’s prime focus is po- 
litical, calling for a first stage of 
confidence -building measures to 
be followed by preventive diplo- 
macy and, eventually, the develop- 
ment of conflict-resolution 
mechanisms. 

Officially, the ARF remains in 
the confidence-building stage wife 
multiple official-level meetings 
and a tentative start to exchanges 
of military information. 


ection Results Stir South 
Korea’s Political Map 


SEOUL — South Korea’s ruling 
New Korea Party (NKP) has won 
a parliamentary by-election in foe 
central province of Qnmgcbong, 
securing a toehold m fee opposi- 
tion stronghold ahead of tire De- 
cember presidential poll. 

But it foiled to prevent Presi- 
dent Kim \bung-«am’s former po- 
litical foe. Park Tae-jooa, from 
roaring back to politics wife a 
landslide in a separate by-election, 
held in tire southeastern province 
of north Kyongsang. 

In the Yesan election in south 
Chungchong province on Thurs- 
day, NKP .candidate Oh Jang-sup 
won 26,608 votes or 53.3 percent, 
beating Jo Joog-sup of tire second 
largest opposition United Liberal 
Democrats (ULD) with 23,312 
votes or 46.7 percent 

The poll victory in Yesan was 
considered here as a boost for Lee 
Hoi-charig, the NKP nominee for 
the presidential election. 

Lee, son of Yesan, had been 
campaigning hard there to help the 
party win the fay-election, a first 
since he was elected as NKP can- 
didate for the presidency on Mon- 
day. 


The Yesan election outcome 
dealt a blow to the second opposi- 
tion ULD and its president, Kim 
Joog-pD, whose support base is in 
north and south Chungchong prov- 
inces. 

Kim Jong-pn and top opposi- 
tion leader Kim Dae-jung haws 
been involved in so-far unsuccess- 
ful talks to field a single opposition 
candidate in the presidential race. 

The triumph in Yesan of tire 
ruling party, however, was tar- 
nished by the rout of the NKP 
candidate in the by-election cm 
Thursday in foe politically impor- 
tant city Pohang in the populous 
Kyongsang region. 

Independent candidate Park 
won 47,935 votes or 45.7 percent, 
followed by a splinter opposition 
party candidate who won 34 per- 
cent. The ruling party candidate 
came in a distant third wife 17.6 
percent. 

The victory, although expected, 
was sweet revenge for Park, who 
returned borne in May after four 
years of self-imposed exile in Ja- 
pan to escape what his aides said 
was feared political retaliation by 
the president. 


But some members are already 
impatient, and there are calls for a 
rapid decision to move into preven- 
tive diplomacy. 

"Periods of rapid economic 
growth are often accompanied by 
significant shifts in power relations 
which can lead to conflict,’* one of 
the ASEAN diplomats behind the 
forum’s creation said. 

"Ws need to move forward now 
because area domestic upheaval in 
one country in tire region can have 
a spillover effect and seriously un- 
dermine tire stability of the region 
as a whole,” be added. 

Malaysian Foreign Minister 
Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, a propo- 
nent of slow but steady progress, 
said that reliance by some nations 
on mflitaxy alliances had been an 
obstacle to the forum’s efforts. 

“Military alliances are by na- 
ture exclusive, while fee ARF is 
inclusive. The future of Asia-Pa- 
cific security is better assured by a 
policy of engagement, ncu exclu- 
sion,” he said in an address Thurs- 
day to ASEAN foreign ministers. 

To give more substance to the 
forum’s deliberations this time, or- 
ganizers have decided to forego the 
usual brief opening speeches by 
each minister and instead circulate 
tbeir texts “as read.” 

For the first time, ministers will 
be accompanied by two senior of- 
ficials as they turn their attention 
to security specifics. 

ASEAN defecations generally 


would be bringing along defense 
specialists, although some of the 
other delegations indicated they 
would stick with foreign affairs 
officials, participants said. 

ASEAN has long stressed the 
importance of peace and stability 
for continued economic growth. 

Started 30 years ago as a bul- 
wark against communist expansion 
in southeast Asia, ASEAN gradu- 
ally shifted its focus to economic 
cooperation as member states be- 
gan to enjoy the fruits of develop- 
ment. 

Since that time, the anti-com- 
munist founder states — Indone- 
sia, Malaysia, fee Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand — have 
been, joined by Brunei, Vietnam, 
and, this week, Burma and Laos. 

Cambodia was set to round out 
the ASEAN 10 this week, until 
second prime minister Hun Sen 
ousted rival first prime minister 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh early 
this month and then rebuffed an 
ASEAN offer to mediate. 

After last-minute talks, AS- 
EAN agreed to allow Cambodia to 
take its observer's seat at fee an- 
nual foreign ministers* meeting 
here Thursday and Friday ahead of 
the ARF. 

The other forum participants 
are Australia, Canada, China, tire 
European Union, India, Japan, 
New Zealand, Russia, South Ko- 
rea and the United States. 

(Am 


Gujral Weakest Link 
Politica 


in 

NEW DELHI— Indian Prime 
Minister Elder Kumar Gujrai’s 
appointment three months ago 
ended weeks of political chaos in 
fee world's biggest democracy and 
kindled hopes of stability. 

But after watching Gujral's 
15-party United Front coalition 
lurch from crisis to crisis, political 
analysts see few signs of stability 
as the scholarly prime minister 
struggles to control his unruly 
allfence. 

“Gujral doesn’t seem to have 
the instincts of a politician. He 
doesn’t have a mass base. He 
doesn’t want to make difficult 
decisions, and he has no control 
over the coalition,” analyst 
Mahesh Ranganyan at fee center 
for contemporary studies said on 
Sunday. 

“I think be got a difficult brief 
to start wife, and frankly! things 
have spun out of control now,'* 
Ranganyan said. 

The alliance chose Gujral as its 
leader in April after the coalition's 
powerful ally, the Congress Party, 
abruptly withdrew its vital backing 
to the government and said it 
would resume support only if fee 
United Front chose a new leader. 

Congress’s shock decision 
unnerved Indian stock markets, 
which have surged to new highs 
since fee quiet, uncontroversia! 
Gujral emerged as fee front's 
consensus candidate. 

But since he was sworn in on 
April 21 , Gujral has been tiptoeing 
through a minefield of domestic 
politics, trying to delicately 
balance alliance members' 
conflicting demands as they bicker 
in public. 

"Gujral is in a very weak 
position,” said coalition politics 
analyst E. Sridharsn. "nobody is 
dependent on him and he has very 
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little authority.” 

His government's vulnerability 
was highlighted last week wfeen a 
regional party threatened to pull 
out, complaining the alliance's 
communist members were 
throwing their weight about by 
insisting a scan dal -tainted leader! 
be forced out of fee group. 

The communists say Laloo 
Prasad Yadav, the former, 
president of GujraTs Janata Dal 
Party, and his supporters should 
be expelled from the coalition 
since federal police have indicted 
Yadav in a $280 million 
embezzlement scandal. 

Yadav says he is innocent, and 
the communists* opponents say 
pushing bis breakaway Rashtriya 
Janata Dal (RJD) group out can 
only fragment the fractious 
alliance. 

In a desperate attempt to strike 
a balance, the United Front 
announced the RJD could not be 
part of the coalition — but three 
RJD members could continue as 
GtyraTs ministers. 

"It is an absurd situation, ’’ said 
Sridharan. “It reflects bow in a 
large coalition, even very small § 
partners have a very high 
blackmail potential. They can 
threaten to leave and destabilise 
the situation, and here, Gujral's 
position is so weak he can’t do 
anything about Laloo.” 

Yadav has refused to resign as 
chief numster of the populous state 
of Bihar, despite veilndi 
suggestions from an embarrassed! 
Gujral that be ought to. 

The prime minister’sh' 
softly-softly approach has won 
few admirers. 

"He would like Laloo to go but 
he can’t do anything to make him 
resign. 

(Rsutar) 
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jfksh -Gating ( Dinosaur *Dug Up in Patagonia 

BUENOS AIRES — Argentine scientists in Patagonia have unearthed the 
bones of a 90-nvltion-year-old dinosaur related to the fearsome Ve/oct- 
raptor depicted in the film "Jurassic Park ", a newspaper reported. 

1 We know it was a medium-sired, carnivorous animal, about eight feet 
(15 m) long from its head to the tip of its tail, and that it weighed about 65 
pounds (30 A g}," paleontologist Fernando Novas told Clann newspaper. 

The Araucanoraptor Argentfnus was a distant relative both of the fleet- 
footed Velodraptorand of the earliest ancestors of modem birds. 

(Reuter) 



Man Conies Out of Glass Cage After 21 Days 
Willi 6,000 Scorpions 

KUALA LUMPUR , Malaysia — A Malaysian snake charmer covered with 
small red bites emerged Saturday after 21 days in a glass cage with a 
brood of temperamental roommates - 6,000 scorpions. AH Khan Samsud- 
din, trying Co set a world record, was greeted witf? daps and shouts of 
support as he picked the last of the scorpions clinging to his body and 
stepped out of the cage. As he stepped through the door - held open for 
him by the Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad’s Sister-in-law - Ali Khan 
touched the bottom of the cage with the fingers of his right hand and then 
touched his forehead. Ali Khan received a cup, a certificate and a glass 
plaque with a picture of a scorpion from Zaleha as he stood on a podium. 
Later he lifted his shirt to reveal the stings. Ali thinks he withstood the 
poison thanks to herbs he eats daily. 

20 Injured as Typhoon Rosie Slams Into japan 

TOKYO — Typhoon Rosie slammed into western Japan Saturday after 
whipping up heavy seas and strong winds which injured more than 20 
people, government agencies and police said. 

Election of Indian Minister’s Wife Sparks 
National Furore 

NEW DELHI — The uneducated wife of a scandal-tainted Indian chief 
minister, chosen by him as his successor after he was forced to quit, 
assumed office Saturday amid all-round ridicule. Marxist allies of India's 
ruling coalition, meanwhile, lent voice to the condemnation of former 
Bihar state Chief Minister Laloo Prasad Yadav for installing his wife an 
the seat he quit on Friday after facing arrest 

New Oeaf-Mufe immigrant Exploitation Ring 
Discovered 

WASHINGTON — U.S. authorities raided two homes in north Carolina 
Friday and found a second group of deaf-mute Mexican immigrants forced 
to sell trinkets as virtual slaves, the Justice Department said. The discov- 
ery came after police in New York last week discovered 55 deaf-mute 
illegal Mexican immigrants who had been forced to sell cheap key chains 
on the subway. 

French Rimes Destroy Forests Near Marseille 

MARSEILLE, France — Firefighters struggled against blazes near the 
Mediterranean port of Marseille Saturday that have destroyed homes and 
ravaged more than 1,500 hectares (3, 750 acres) of forest and scrubland. 
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ZHclicoptcr granny Ixo-Diirds JZround OC hr Id 

TORRANCE, Calif.,— Braving an Arabian sandstorm, a Bangladeshi cyclone 
and Russian bunacncy, a British grandmother landed Tuesday on her way 
to becoming the first woman to fly round the world in * helicopter. 

'Ufe'ra here on time and on schedule,” a beaming Jennifer Murray said 
after stepping from her fire-engine-red chopper at the Torrance airport in 
suburban Los Angeles. 

: But we stiB haveanother three-and-a-half weeks to go to get back to 
London," said the whiriybfrd granny. 

(Reuter) 


Albright, Qian 
Haii Improved 
M-China Ties 


KUALA LUMPUR — U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Madeleine Albright 
and Chinese Foreign Minister 
Qiao Qichen hailed progress in 
bilateral ties and worked out de- 
tails of Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin's upcoming US. visit Sat- 
urday. 

The two ministers held bilateral 
talks in the Malaysian capital, 
where they are to attend today's 
ASEAN regional forum, an annual 
security dialog hosted by the Asso- 
ciation of Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN). 

"Since the beginning of this 
year, thanks to the joint efforts of 
the two sides. Sino-U.S. relations 
have on the whole kept the good 
momentum of improvement and 
growth,” Qian told a joint news 
conference before they met. 

Albright said the feet that it uas' 
her fourth meeting with Qian this 
year was a sign that both countries 
attached “great importance" to 
their relationship, and called for 
“tangible and growing benefits” 
for both. 

She said Washington wanted to 
intensify preparations for four- 
party talks next month involving 
both powers as well as North and 
South Korea, and to deepen coop- 
eration in the areas of energy, the 
environment, law enforcement, 
nuclear proliferation, as well as 
trade and human rights. 

Albright said Washington and 
Beijing “don’t agree on every- 
thing” but added that she was look- 
ing forward to “concrete results in 
these and other areas.” 

On Taiwan, Qian expressed ap- 
preciation for U.S. President Bill 
Clinton affirmation of Washing- 
ton’s “one China” policy. (AFP) 
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MONROVIA, Liberia (July 24): Former Liberian Warlord Charles Taylor (O b escorted by an ECOMOG 
soldier after his victory in the July 19 presidential elections was officially proclaimed by the electoral j 
commission in Monrovia. 

- (AFP PHOTO) 
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CZEPIELOWICf, Poland (July 25): A man with bucket hangs across a flooded street in the Czepielowice 
village. Many of the residents have decided to reman in the village living in the upper stories of their 
flooded homes. 

(AFP PHOTO) 


^apan Offers Conditional 
Support to Cambodia 


KUALA LUMPUR — Japan of- 
fered conditional support to Cam- 
bodia Saturday, saying Japanese 
cooperation will continue as long 
as it upholds certain international 
obligations, officials from the two 
countries said. 

Emerging from an hour-long 
meeting with Japan's Foreign Min- 
ister Yukihiko tkeda at a hotel 
here, Cambodian Foreign Minister 
Ung Huot told reporters he was 
"very pleased” with the outcome 
of the talks. 

Asked if Japanese aid would 
resume to Cambodia, he replied 
“Yes.” Pressed on when this 
would happen, be answered: 
“Now.” 

Japanese officials said Ikeda 
told foe Cambodian Foriegn Min- 
ister that Japan, the country's big- 


gest aid donor, was ready to 
recognize the government in 
Phnom Penh if four conditions 
were met. 

Under such conditions, Cam- 
bodia should respect the Paris 
Peace Agreement of 1991, main- 
tain its current constitution and 
political system, respect human 
rights and other freedoms and hold 
free and feir elections in May next 
year. 

“As long as Cambodia keeps 
this stance, we will continue to 
offer cooperation to Cambodia,” 
Ikeda was quoted as saying. 

Japanese officials said Ung 
Huot fully concurred with the 
Japanese position. “I perfectly 
agree with you,” he was quoted as 
saying. 

(AFP! 


Khmer Rouge Sentences Pol Pot 
to Life Imprisonment 


PHNOM PENH — The Khmer 
Rouge guerrilla group has sen- 
tenced its former leader Pol Pot 
and his lieutenants to “life impris- 
onment" and abandoned the name 
of foe movement, Khmer Rouge 
radio said Saturday. 

The clandestine radio said 
“thousands” of foe movement's 
supporters and leaders had met in 
foe Khmer Rouge’s northern Cam- 
bodian stronghold of Anlong Veng 
Friday to “severely sentence Pol 
Pot and his whole clique” which 
had ''betrayed” the nation. 

“The dec i son of foe meeting 
was to approve a resolution to sen- 
tence Pol Pot and his entire clique” 
and to imprison them for their en- 
tire lives,” foe broadcast moni- 
tored here and in Bangkok said. 

The broadcast, which did not 
specify how many people were in 
Pbl Pot’s clique, said foe meeting 
had been attended by international 
observers and members of the 
ptpss but it was unclear to whom 


exactly it was referring and the 
entire episode was unable to be 
independently confirmed. (AFP) 


Opposition 
Slaughter 38 
People in Algeria 

PARIS — Opposition killed 38 
villagers in two separate attacks 
on hamlets southwest of the Alge- 
rian capita] this week, an Alge- 
rian newspaper said Saturday. 

Le Marin said foe 38 villagers 
were killed overnight Wednesday - 
Thursday by having their throats 
cut or decapitated and their bod- 
ies burnt. Two other newspapers, 
reporting the same attacks, put 
the number of dead at 36. 

“At 2 a.m. we heard people 
shouting and minutes later we 
were attacked by gunmen.. .wear- 
ing uniforms of paratroopers,” 
said a survivor quoted by Le 
Matin. 

El Wuan newspaper said about 
50 guerrillas, on board a truck, 
stormed Si Zoubir hamlet in. Ha- 
jout area, some 65 km (40 miles) 
southwest of Algiers, lolling 24 
viQagets by slashing their throats. 

They then • moved; - to neigh- 
bouring Douch .village and 
slaughtered 12 more people, it 
said. - . 

' (Reuter) 


For a few 
dollars more! 


For USD 17 more than your normal Fare to Dubai, Emirates 
offers you a choice_of the following self drive rental cars. 
Mercedes Cl 80 (or similar class) l flav- 
or 

Honda Civic (or similar class) 2 days 
Inclusive of unlimited kilometres, collision damage waiver 
and local tax. 
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KVALA LUMPUR, Mihysi, _ 
w'” e Minister Meh.thir 
Mohunad on San.rd.y named 
U.s. financier George Soros as the 
man behind a recent wave of 
attacks on Southeast 
Aram currencies that have driven 
. down their value. 

Mahathir has been saying all 
week that an American billionaire 
^ responsible for the region’s 
wurcacy problems, hot he had re- 
fused to name anyone. Press re- 
ports said that Soros was dearly 
tte target of Mahathir’s accusa- 
tions. 

Today. I am confir min g that 

George Sotos is the man that I was 
frying about,* 4 Mahathir told re- 
porters. 

Mahathir said Soros was using 
Ins financial might in an effort to 
hurt countries in the Association of 


as Behind Currency Attacks 
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them from admitting Bunna as a 
member because of its human 
|| rights record. 

Soros has denied that his open 

t society foundation, which pro- 
motes democracy in Burma, has 
any connection or influence on his 
financial dealings. 

Burma was admitted to AS- 
EAN on Wednesday along with 
Laos over the opposition of the 
rUnited States and some European 
Icotm tries, which believe the Bur- 
|mese government should be iso- ■ 
gated to pressure it to improve its . 
pmman rights record. 

Soros “has tried to use his fi- 
mcial clout in the United Slates 
Mock Myanmar’s (Burma’s) ad- 
ission into ASEAN,*’ Mahathir 
ild reporters. 

In recent weeks several South- 
Asian currencies have been 
led to new lows by a series of 
ulative attacks. 

ASEAN foreign ministers; 
ting in Kuala Lumpur, ex- 
ressed strong concern Friday 
bout die currency instability and 
Said they would cooperate in fight- 
the speculation. 

The ringgit in Malaysia, the 
so in the Philippines, the rupiah 
Indonesia and the baht in Thai- 


land are among the currencies that 
Have lost value in the onslaught. 

Mahathir called the declines 
'* v «sry serious 44 said as a result 
“the poor people in these coun- 
tries will suffer, and these are the 
P®opIe that have to be protected 
from George Soros, who has so 
much money and power but is to- 
tally thoughtless.’’ 

He added: “We have worked 
20 to 40 years to develop our coun- 
tries to this level and along comes 
the man with a few billion U.S. 
dollars and within a period of two 
wee ks, he has und ««> almn^t the 
work we have done. 44 

Mahathir has argued that the 
f^tamentals of most ec onomies 
ui the region remain strong mA 
therefore the decline in their cur- 
rencies is unjustified. 

Soros* Open Society Institute 


fmances the Burma project, a 3- 
y ear-old operation that seeks to 
publicize human rights abuses in 
burma and support opposition 
groups. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright, who arrived 
“* Kuala Lumpur on Friday, is 
expected to discuss the situation in 
Burma w «th the ASEAN foreign 
ministers. It was unclear whether 
Malaysia would bring up the cur- 
rency issue in talks with her. 


Bolivia, Brazil Launch 
Construction of $ l.sbn Pipeline 

A D«7 . - ■ 


U.S. officials have said that al- 
though the United States two 
months ago hanned new American 
investirwus. in Burma and called 
for other nations to do so, the U.S. 
administration recognized that it is 
up to ASEAN to decide who 
should become a member. 

(AP) 




UAE Expects 200,000 Jobless 
in 10 Years 


ABU DHABI — The United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) win have an 
estimated 200,000 jobless 
nationals in 10 years and the' 
private sector must hire more 
home-grown labor* a UAE 
minister said in press comments 
Saturday. 

Communication Minister Ah- 
med al-Tayer said a government 
job nationalisation drive in the 
braking sector could be enforced 
in other sectors to absorb the 
growing number of graduates 
from universities and other insti- 
tutions. 

“Employment of UAE nation- 
als will be among the most seri- 
ous challenges facing the 
country,” Tayer told al-Irtihad 
newspaper. 

. “Estimates show that there 
will nearly 200,000 citizens in the 
year 2006 searching for johs. 
There should be a plan to ensure 
jobs for them in the private sector 
and I think the National and For- 
eign Institutions should shoulder 
their responsibility j n this re- 
spect.” 


The UAE has launched a cam- 
paign to provide jobs for its surg- 
ing number of qualified citizens 
and ease reliance on dominant 
foreign labor. 

But the private sector has been 
reluctant to recruit nationals on 
the grounds they lack skills and 
demand much higher salaries. 

According to independent es- 
timates, UAE nationals account 
for less than 10 percent of the 
Persian Gulf country’s workforce 
of around one million. Most of 
the expatriate workers are from 
India, Pakistan, and other Asian 
countries. 

In banking, UAE natives form 
only 8.8 percent of the nearly 
13,000 employees, said Tayer, 
who heads a government commit- 
tee overseeing a job nationalisa- 
tion program in the QAE’s 47 
banks. 

I think the efforts heing ex- 
erted in the banking sector to de- 
velop national manpower will 
spread to other sectors, including ■ 
industry, trade, insurance and 
other services,” Tayer said, 


La PAZ, Bolivia — Construction 
began Friday of a SI. 8 billion 
natural gas pipeline that will 
stretch nearly 2.000 miles (more 
than 3.000 kilometers) carrying 
Bolivian natural gas to southern 
Brazil. 

‘This is a historic moment for 
Brazil and Bolivia,” said Brazil’s 
President Fernando Henrique Car- 
doso at a ceremony in Puerto 
Suarez, located on the border with 
Brazil. 

The pipeline, the largest pro- 
ject of its kind in Larin America, 
is expected to be completed in 
1999. It will run 1,898 miles 
(3,061 kilometers) from Rio 
Grande, Bolivia, crossing into 
Brazil at Corumha and then 
branching out to supply die cities 
of Sao Paulo. Curitiba and Porto 
Alegre. 

“ With this project. Bolivia will 
become a regional center in the 
southern cone for the sale of natu- 
ral gas for the entire region.” said 
Jorge Quiroga. the vice president- 
elect of Bolivia. 

Petroleo Brasileino S.A., or 
Petrobras, die Brazilian oil and 
gas company, has agreed to buy 8 
million cubic meters of natural gas 
a clay for the first seven years of 
the 20-year supply contract. After 
the seventh year, the volume pur- 
chased goes up to 16 million cubic 
meters a day until the contract 
expires. 

Under terms of the agreement, 
petrobras would pay for the ga s 
even if it did not find buyers for it. 

Natural gas from that pipeline 
will he used by a thermoelectric 
plant to produce more electricity 
for the region 


Vi. 



Bolivia has 9.94 trillion cubic 
feet of natural gas reserves ac- 
cording to the State Petroleum 
Corp. 

The project is expected to bring 

Bolivia revenues of $500 million a 
year in the fifth year of operation, 
according to Arturo Castanos, 
president of the State Petroleum 
Corp. This represents nearly half 
of the country' current export 
earnings. 

The inter-American Develop- 
ment Bank and the World Bank 
have committed $208 million each 
for the project, said David Atkin- 


son. IADB representative in Bo- 
livia. Final approval is expected in 
Ociuher. The Andean Develop- 
menI Corp. will provide a $215 
million loan for the project. 

Companies involved in various 
phases of the construction and op- 
eration of the contract include En- 
ron Corp. of Houston, Bechtel of 
San Francisco and Royal 
Dutch/Shell, the Anglo-Dutch oil 
and gas giant. 

Petrobras will be in charge of 
construction of the Pipeline in both 
countries. 

(AP) 


me project, said David Atkin- 

IMF Delays $40 Million 
Croatia Loan 
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North Korea Says Drought Caused 
Catastrophic Economic Damage 
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TOKYO — An ongoing (bought 
has caused “catastrophic” damage 
to North Korea’s economy, 
already battered by massive floods 
in 1995 and 1996, the country's 
official news agency reported. 

“Unprecedentedly abnormal 
weather is exerting a catastrophic 
influence upon all sectors of the 
national economy,” said the Ko- 
rean Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored here. 

“Some 290,000 hectares have 
been damaged in the country as of 
July 21. The grain loss from the 


hectares is expected to be 704,300 
tons,” Pyongyang’s mouthpiece 
said. ' 

North Korea has experienced a 
-50-day heat wave with no rain 
throughout the country, and many 
of its water reservoirs have dried 
up, it said. 

More' serious is damage in 
north and south Phyonggan, north 
and -south Hwanghae and Kang- 
won Provinces and other areas hit 


including early-ripening maize 
which is harvested in July and Au- 
gust. has rendered the food short- 
age all the more serious,” it said. 


The drought also killed more 
than 237,000 domestic animals 
and burned 46,000 hectares of for- 
ests, the news agency said. 

North Korea, suffering from 
chronic famine following floods 
over the past two summers, has 


. , . ~ 7 «« . over me past two summers, has 

th* ® ght .* pel1 Slnce Ma y been largely dependent on foreign 

r foui aiU i* P°P-Mo„. 

Devastated dry field crops. 


(AFP) 


WASHINGTON — The 
Internationa] Monetary Fund 
decided on Friday to postpone the 
release of a $40 million credit to 
Croatia in a bid to convince 
Zagreb to live up to the terras of 
the Dayton Peace Pact, U.S. 
officials said. 

“We have begun to .see some 
more serious efforts by Croatia.” 
Robert Gel hard, U.S. President 
Bill Clinton's special repre- 
sentative for the region, told 
Reuters. “They need to do much, 
much more.” 

The decision by the IMF hoard 
came despite growing uneasiness 
among some European and other 
natioas that such a move could 
lead to the politicization of the 
fond. 

The $40 million is the second 
tranche of a $486 million, three- - 
year IMF loan for Croatia ap- 
proved by the IMF earlier this 
year. Zagreb has fulfilled all the 
economic conditions set out under 
the loan agreement. 

In a statement released in Za- 
greb, the Croatian Central Bank 
said the IMF decision would not 
seriously affect the country’s fi- 
nances. 

“The denial of the expected 
credit tranche will not have a di- 
rect significant impact on financial 
conditions of Croatia.” the Cen- 
tral Bank said, noting the country 
has $4.7 billion in foreign cur- 
rency reserves. 

. Although the bank said the IMF 
had postponed release of the 
tranche indefinitely, monetary 


sources here said the board agreed 
to take up the issue again in the 
foil, possibly on Sept. 10 but no 
later than Oct. 10. 

U.S. officials listed a number 
of areas where they believe that 
Croatia is not living up to the terms 
of the 1995 Dayton peace agree- 
ment, including turning in war 
criminals and allowing freedom of 
movement for refugees. 

A senior treasury official. 


who 


declined to be named, said there 


was broad support on the IMF 
hoard for the decision to delay 
consideration of the release of the 
loan. 

However, some monetary 
sources, who also requested ano- 
nymity, voiced concern at the 
move. While agreeing with the 
goal of getting Croatia to comply 
with the Dayton Peace Accord, 
they questioned whether this was 
the best way to do that. 

(Reuter) 


World Bank Approves $70mn 
loan to Azerbaijan 


MOSCOW — The World Bank 
Friday approved the release of a 
$70 million loan to Azerbaijan, 
Interfax news agency reported 
citing bank officials in the Azeri 
capital Baku. 


The “structural reform” loan, 
which is financed by the world 
hank's International Development 
Association (IDA), will he paid 
out in two equal tranches in mid- 
1997 and early 1988. 


It is to he used io help Azerbai- 
jan restore its economy and holster 
the private sector and will be re- 
paid in line with ida standards. 

The Work! Bank has already 
extended $185 million -in loans to 
Azerbaijan. 

Preparations are underway to 
provide another $40 million for 
reforming the nation’s healthcare 


system and finance reconstruction 
in territories currently occupied by 
Armenian forces, Interfax said. 

Azeri and Armenian forces 
fought over the ethnic -Armenian 
enclave of Nagorny-Karabakh 
from 1988 to 1994, which left an 
. estimated 20,000 dead and large 
areas of Azerbaijan under Arme- 
nian control. 

Bui Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrossian said earlier this 
month that Baku and Yerevan had 
reached a compromise on the en- 
clave, which would remain secret 
until a deal was signed. 

All World Bank loans to Azer- 
baijan are extended at a standard 
IDA rate of 0.75 percent over 35 
years with a 10-year grace period. 

Azerbaijan joined the World 
Bank in 1992 and the IDA in 1995. 


(AFP) 
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Kazakh Capital leaves Would-Be 


AKMOLA — Strangers coming to 
this windswept, conspicuously So- 
viet-era town built on marshes 
amid seemingly endless steppe, 
find it bard to believe it will be- 
come Kazakhstan's new capital in 
a matter of months. 

Yet the move is already reality 
for the former Soviet Republic’s 
political elite. Some ministries 
have moved from the current capi- 
tal, Almaty. President Nursultan 
Nazarbayev and Parliament could 
be in Akmola by October. 

The town is blown from all 
sides by winds that make life un- 
bearable for many residents in 
winter when temperatures often 
foil to minus 40 degrees Celsius 
(-40 fohreabeit). 

In midsummer, the baking teat 
seldom dips below 30 degrees (86 
degrees fohrenbeit) and clouds of 
mosquitos from the surrounding 
marshes gnaw any living creature 
incessantly from spring to autnmn. 

Bustling business activity in Al- 
maty is in striking contrast to Ak- 
mola, which is more sleepy 
provincial town than a seat of 
power and government 

Yet Vladimir Boiko, aide to foe 
mayor of Akmola, told Reuters; 
“In June, Nazarbayev said he 
would move to the new capital by 
October 10.” 

The ministries of agriculture, 
transport and justice have already 
moved to this city with its popula- 
tion of 300,000, lying some 1,200 
km (750 miles) northwest of Al- 
maty, once Alma-Ata. 

“We always-felt Akmola would 
become a capital... I think font be- 
fore die president moves to Ak- 
mola all vitally important state 
structures will have settled here,” 
said Boiko, an enthuasiastic propo- 
nent of the move, echoing foe of- 
ficial optimism. 

Geopolitics — Main Official 
Reason for the Move 

"The main reason for the move 


Settlers Cold 

is a geopolitical one. The country’s 
sovereignty demands that the capi- 
tal should be in central 
Kazakhstan,” said Boiko. 

Like otter top officials in foe 
vast central Asian state, he is 
aware of how close Almaty is to 
the Chinese header. 

Yet he avoids mentioning 
China, whose huge population, 
economic growth and spreading 
political influence is a concern for 
sparsely populated Kazakhstan, 
where 16.7 million people inhabit 
an area five times the size of 
France. 

“No matter how good our rela- 
tions with our neighbors, the capi- 
tal must be in the center of the 
country,” Boiko said. 

Another reason for the move is 
that Almaty — already tagged by 
the official press as “the southern 
capital” ■— lies in die shadow of 
die geologically young Tien Shan 
mountains. Scientists say die city 
of 1.5 million is earthquake-prone. 

Almaty’s heavy industrial pol- 
lution may also have weighed in 
the decision by Nazarbayev, who 
has run the republic since Soviet 
days, to move to Akmola. 

New Kazakh Capital 

— a Huge Potemkin 
Village? 

In view of die planned move, 
central Akmola is witnessing a 
whirlwind of activity among con- 
struction Anns chateau baffle both 
strangers and long-standing resi- 
dents. 

"A new image for die new capi- 
tal!” screams a poster on Akmola’s 
main thoroughfare. 

The dilapidated Soviet-era hotel 
Moscow is being rebuilt — and 
will become Kazakhstan's Foreign 
Ministry. The current local council 
building will house the govern- 
ment and a former reserch institute 
the Kazakh Parliament. 


Cook Shoots Waitress in 
Row Over Poached Eggs 


SAN FRANCISCO — A short-or- 
der 'cook shot a waitress to death 
after they had a heated argument 
over poached eggs, police said on 
Friday. 

The waitress, 47-year-old 
Helen Menicou, was shot and 
lolled on Thursday fay a cook she 
worked with at the Pinecrest diner 
in downtown San Francisco, po- 
lice said. 

Hashem Zayed, foe 59-year-old 
cook, was arrested and booked for 
the killing. Police said be has con- 


The bizarre shooting was 
prompted by am argument on 
Wednesday over an order for 
poached eggs, police said. 

Zayed offered to prepare the 

LONDON — The Foreign Office 
said Friday it is “concerned” about 
conditions at a Saudi Arabian 
prison where two British nurses 
are bring held while facing a mur- 
der triaL 

A spokesman said that after re- 
ports described Dammam Central 
Prison as “primeval” new efforts 
were -being made to get the Saudis 
to move Deborah Parry and Lu- 
cille McLauchlan. 

Deborah Parry, 38, and Lucille 


order for a customer even though 
the dish did not appear on the 
menu. Menicou objected and pub- 
licly scolded the short-order cook, 
saying he should stick to items on 
foe menu. 

“There were probably other 
things, but the poached egg was the 
last straw,” San Francisco police 
Lt Dave Robinson said. 

When Zayed returned to work 
early on Thursday, he shot meni- 
cou several times with a semi -auto- 
matic handgun, police said. She 
was pronounced dead at San Fran- 
cisco general hospital a short time 
later. 

(R*u**r) 


A Turkish firm is building a 
five-star hotel — to be known as 
the Hotel Astana or capital. 

Yet otherwise tittle seems to 
have changed. 

“You want to go to central Ak- 
mola? ah yes, that’s where the all 
the showing off starts,” said taxi 
driver Alexander. 

On the "Min street, dull five- 
storey apartment buildings hastily 
put up in the 1960s are having their 
facades covered in gleaming plas- 
tic. But their backyards remain as 
drab as before. 

“This is a real Potemkin vil- 
lage. Everybody knows that Naz- 
arbayev won’t look at the backs of 
houses,” one local journalist said. 
Grigory Potemkin, favorite of 
Catterur* foe Great, erected splen- 
did false facades to impress the 
18th century empress as she toured 
poverty-stricken new territories. 

Officials 9 Foreigners 
Not Rushing to New 
Capital 

Despite die official arguments 
for the move, Kazakh officials, as 
well as foreign diplomats and busi- 
ness people are reluctant to move 
from Almaty to sleepy Akmola. 

In foe most recent case. Senator 
Daulet Sembayev — co-author of 
Kazakhstan's much-praised pen- 
sion reform plans — resigned after 
parliamentary leaders decided foe 
legislature would move to Akmola 
in October. 

Foreign diplomats are also re- 
luctant to move. 

”We will probably have one 
person sitting in a fiat in Akmola 
on a rotation basis," one Western 
diplomat told Reuters. 

Boiko conceded the process of 
resettling diplomatic missions to 
“the northern capital” would be *^a 
very long process”. 

“We have already carved out 
lots of land for embassies and for- 

Burma to Hold 
Mid-Year 
Gems Auction 

BANGKOK — Burma’s military 
junta will hold a raid-year gems 
auction in Rangoon, an official an- 
nouncement said late Friday. 

The auction sponsored by stale-, 
owned Myanmar gems enterprise 
is scheduled to be held in October 
for foreign traders, it said. 

The Burmese military regime 
which has ruled the country for 
nearly nine years has a monopoly 
on foe sale of precious stones and 
jewellery. 

li sold more than five million 
dollars worth of precious stones 
and jade carving in previous auc- 
tion in March. 

(AFT) 


Britain “Concerned" 
Over Nurses 1 Jail 
Condition in Saudi Arabia 


McLauchlan, 31, have been held 
in the all-women prison since they 
were arrested last December and 
charged with murdering Austra- 
lian nurse Yvonne Gilforxl, 55. 


A foreign office spokesman 
said; “We have made a request to 
the Saudi authorities on the subject 
of the conditions in the prison, but 
they are yet to respond. 
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eign companies,” said Boiko, but 
only. five embassies, including 
Russia and Kyrgyzstan, have 
claimed their areas. 

Offices of large Western com- 
panies, feeling in their dement 
amid Almaty’s hustle and bustle, 
are also scared by foe move. 

“There’s no way I’m going 


there. Hopefully* this will be a 
problem for nry successor,” said 
ah executive at a large Western 
company involved m. developing 
' Kazakhstan’s rich oil reserves:' 

Even many Akmola locals are 
critical of their home-town. - 

“Are those bigwigs from the 
government and foreigners really 


stupid enough to move- to th 

bofo?”saidGaln*ra,a waitress 1 

- Above afl, foe word. “Aland. 

— trsmslated from Kazakh ; 

“White Grave” —sounds Eke ■*. 

omen' for many, although sor 
Kazakh Enlists translate it as , 
more pleasing “White Plenty”, j 


Versace Killer, Houseboat Owner 


MIAMI BEACH. Florida — Po- 
lice were searching Friday for pos- 
sible links between Andrew 
Cunanan and foe German owner of 
foe houseboat where the suspected 
killer of Gianni Versace commit- 
ted suicide. 

Boat owner Tortsten Reined: 
was interviewed by foe FBI in Las 
Vegas on Thursday, officials said. 
Reined, 49, is a man of many 
faces, and a tax evader who has 
lived in Florida off and on since 
1992. 

, Both Reined and Cunanan 
were class-conscious party goers, 
both made up stories pretending to 
be wealthier than they were and 
both were on the run from the law. 


„‘This is scunefoing that is obvi- 
ously uppermost in our mind, and 
obviously we will continue to seek 

an improvement in foeir contE- 
fcons”, foe spokesman 

Jonathon Ashbee, Deborah 
Party's brother-in-law, who' is to 
fly to Saudi Arabia as foe the case 
nears a verdict, said both nurses 
are suffering sickness .and diar- 
rhoea and need hospital treatment. 

(AFP) 


Police want to know if Ham- 
burg-born Reined knew Cunanan 
and whether he knowingly hid him 
'on ins houseboat. 

- They meanwhile have obtained - 
a search warrant fbr i nfe found 
on foe housebbaL ■ 

“Thereisprobabtecausetobe- 
Ueve foe safe may contain more 
evidence related to foe. five homi- 
cides,” FBI spe^al agent Keith 
Evans said. - 

“My gut feeling is that (Cur 
nanan) knew of thisplace,"MtanH 
Beach pcS be chief Richard Barreto 
told .the Miami Herald of the ; 
houseboat.- 

“Perhaps there’s more to tins ' 
guy and more to this house than foe 
rircmnstanccsat first would radi- 
cate.” 

Poticehavenotrepofted finding 
evidence that Cunanan forced his 
way into the houseboat. :■ 

“If we find that someone has. 
been h ar b ori ng (Cunanan), we'll 
proceed against him crimmally,” 
warned FBI special agent . Paid i 
Philip. 

Cornered after nttuss-cointty ' 
killing spree, Conanan. agay hus- 
tler known for a. f a scination with, 
the finer things m life andmea who 


could pay for them, tod his c 
Efe Wednesday toi avoid caphu 

r. . 


to him began April 29 wifo twc| 
murders -in Minnesota, one of al 
friend rind the after of one of trisl 
• ex-lovers. He was also suspected! 
in the deaths of. a wealthy dncafp j 
developer, a cemetery worker in ! 
New jersey and, on July 15, de- 
signer Versace. \ 

- According to acquaintances, 

•. foe ponytailed Gennadi- moved - i 
Miami Beach about^ve years . jiii 
: “He came htj^irom Germany, ; 
fodn^foB^SwestinDots, and we 
were aneof the first purchases he 
made*" said real estate agent 
- David Roes, .who sold foe dock 
spaces for foe houseboat to Re- 
ined -for a cashiers check ofl 
150,000 dollars. . 

J Itemed daimed to be aidassa- jj 
■dor of an niueoopnzed country A 

. called foe 'principafity of sealand-. 

- . '• .•.J 


: foe daim find he was * count. 

“He drove aRoib Roype,” Mi* i 
ami Bead raid estate ageoTMilo ( 
SHibersaidL “Tlte gay loved to brag 1 
and put on ahs foat be Was way 
wealthy.** ; _ ; ’ 

fur) 











b PAGE 7 spectrum 

ilr— 

U ■ 


TEHRAN TIMES 




- £*gL ..,: 



EE?? 


r! ft 


'f MKo ^ v . v - x- -ncrtn 

v\lWV. IgjS . 

L.JffjhiWiU Hi 




(rienu.r: 
■ sicoa 

f f \ purop 


V .. 7> 


jlliy 27, 1997 

il l THOWCHT 8 

Silence and modesty are very 
valuable qualities in conversation. 
Michel Dm Montaigne 
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American Cancer Society Voices Concern About Tobacco Industry Deal 
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I ye'ASH rNGTON — The 
i American Cancer Society sharply 
i criticized Thursday a l andmar k 
( deal ■'between U.S. states and the 
! tobacco - industry and offered 
counter-proposals -to safeguard 
I publicbealth. 

“The American Cancer Society 
si^pports the right settlement, but 
. this is not that settlement,” said 
•‘American Cancer Society chair- 


man George Dessart. 

‘There are major elements ... 
that will require substantial revi- 
sion for the agreement to succeed 
in its more impor tant potential 
benefit to public health, reducing 
tobacco use and therefore tobacco- 
caused disease and death,” Des- 
sert said. 

Under the deal, which must be 
approved by President Bill Clinton 
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and the Republican-controlled 
Congress, the industry would ac- 
cept tough government regulation 
of cigarettes and, over 25 years, 
pay 368.5 billion dollars in dam- 
ages to defray public costs of 
smoking-related illnesses. 

In exchange, dozens of U.S. 
states would drop their lawsuits 
against die industry, future class- 
action suits would be prohibited, 
and awards from individual suits 
would be capped at an aggregate 
five billion dollars yearly. 

But in a report released here 
Thursday the American Cancer 
Society criticized the reduction in 


the Food and Drug Administra- 
tion's control over nicotine levels 
in cigarettes under the deal an- 
nounced in June. 

The organization also cast 
doubt on the clause requiring to- 
bacco companies to reduce the 
number of young smokers by 42 
percent in five years and 67 per- 
cent over 10 years were too light. 

“There is no economic incen- 
tive to ensure the industry will 
meet the targets,” the report says. 

instead, the cancer society rec- 
ommends that the two billion dol- 
lar maximum be lifted from the 
fines facing tobacco companies 
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which tail to prevent young people 
from lighting up. 

The cancer society also pro- 
pose a two-dollar-a-box federal 
tax on cigarettes, the publication 
of all the industry's research on 
smoking risks and leeway for indi- 
vidual stales to pass tougher anti- 
smoking laws than those adopted 
by Congress. 

The deal was reached June 20 
after nearly three months of talks 
between states' attorneys general 
and RJR Nabisco, Philip Morris, 
and British American tobacco unit 
Brown and Williamson. 

(AFP) 

UK Surgeon in 
Breakthrough on 
Child Heart 
Surgery 

LONDON — A Scottish-based 
cardiac surgeon based has pio- 
neered a revolutionary procedure 
for child heart surgery, the Scot- 
tish-based HCI International 
Medical Center reported on Fri- 
day. 

Dr Tony Como, director of the 
center’s paediatric cardiac pro- 
gram, has discovered children can 
endure heart surgery without hav- 
ing their body temperature low- 
ered. 

(Contd. on Pg. 14 ) 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by IBchaot A. PoW, MJX 

\\o\A) MUCH More Common J 
ARE HBAPT ATTACKS 


Noon 13:11 

Evening .20:36 

Dawn (tomorrow)..... 04:26 

Sunrise (tomorrow) 06:07 

Human Virus 
Could Be Cause 
of Diabetes 

GENEVA — A newly-discovered 
virus hidden in the human genetic 
system could be responsible for 
diabetes by prompting an attack by 
the body’s natural defences on the 
cells that produce insulin, Swiss 
researchers have found. 

The team led by Bernard Coo- 
rad and Bernard Mach of Geneva, 
aided by colleagues from Zorich 
and Turin in Italy, say the discov- 
ery has important implications for 
diagnosis, prevention and treat- 
ment of the disease and others like 
iL 

Their discovery is reported in 
die latest issue of the U.S. scien- 
tific journal Cell. 

According to the Swiss team, a 
so-called retrovirus which exists 
in the human genome can produce 
a molecule dubbed “superan- 
tigen,” which over-stimulates 
lymphocytes, key cells in the im- 
mune system. 

The lymphocytes attack the 
cells- in foe pancreas which pro- - 
duce insulin, the hormone which 
regulates blood sugar levels and 
whose absence provokes diabetes. 

The role played by 
retroviruses, transmitted in he- 
reditary fashion from distant an- 
cestors, in causing diseases is of 
increasing interest. They have 
been blamed for disorders which 1 
include AIDS, leukemia, multiple » , 
sclerosis and problems of foe nerv- 
ous system. : ’ . 

(AFP) 
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THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE 


1st fir., 300 sq.m, 4 
bedrs, firn. / unfum., 3 
American Stud, baths, 
sztti mining pool, sauna, 
Jacuzzi. 
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BRITISH AIRWAYS 

The world’s favourite airline 


Vnli-Asi Are. Opposite Pork Meilot, Soyeh St., No. 1 Sayeti Building 
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The 850 Housing Agency 
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IN THE NAME Of GOD 
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CHASE YOUR DESIRE BY ROBINSON IN 


AFRICA 

Brand new duplex apt, 5 bedrs, 3 services, wooden kitchen, 
parqueted floor, very large balcony, excellent view, indoor s/p, 
large parking. The area is very '/aim & diplomatic. 





1st Floor, No. SO, Mazyar.^ 
Tel: 2056C45 - 2054022 \ 
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THE ONLY GENUINE 
CHINESE 


FOOD IN TOWN 


' , v- • - • * . , \ _ i . • • . v _ . • I » : w i * » 

- • r- ’ . i “. ■ JV- . M \ r 1 : X:.- . * . . _ . at. . . 

•_ - •- ’ T r c.' r li-' ja m- m i- _-v_ " ^ idd Lj o_l; 


No. 3,- Abdo Stn, Vafctaar 
Ave. opp. Fatemi. 

Tel: 881 0163,890714 
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TEHRAN, IRAN 


'ii CJ 


,=^ ^ KP 


2^2in- civ^zr 




to 


T:fi 




Hyundai-Sonata, model 1992, automatic, gray-silver. 


Telecommunications Company of Iran (T.C.I) intends to purchase by way of an 
international tender to satellite telephone terminals as per the technical 
specifications attached to draft of contract as well as the tender conditions. 
The bidders willing to participate in the lender may refer to the secretariat of 
Purchasing & Contracts Dept. (P & C Dept.) Building No. 5, Room 306, Dr. Shariati 
Ave., within office hours latest by Sept. 25, 1997 to receive a letter of 
introduction, deposit the amount of Rls. 20,000 to T.C.Ps account No. 90018 
with Bank Melli Iran, Shariati Branch and collect the tender documents. 
Taking the contents into consideration, the bidders are requested to prepare 
their offers in 3 sealed envelopes and hand them to the secretariat of P & C 
Dept, at the above address latest by 14:00 p.m. on Sept. 27, 199/ <5,7,76) 
against a receipt. The details related to the bid bond, the place of envelops 
opening and other conditions have been stipulated in the tender documents. 


Please contact Mel Song, Ms. An ah id, Mr. Ali 
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1st fir. of a 2-story bldg., 3 
bedrs, 240 sq.m, unfum., pkg., 
s/p, yard, Gandhi Ave. 
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Two separate apts. contained in one villa in the best 
location of Tehran (Darband) but only 500 meters from 
Tajrish, 6 bedrs, reception area, s/p, large pleasant 
garden, very cool in summer, indoor pkg. space for 
more than two cars, furnished if desired. 
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Part 2 

The Unbridled War 
Against Iraq 

For more than a month in early 
1991, the U.S. led coalition forces 
ceaselessly bombed Iraq and Ku- 
wait from die skies. Devastating 
- attacks from American aircraft 
like the Apache, the. Fill and 
FlSE mowed down and blew up 
Iraqi troops and installations, 
while the radar-elusive FI 17 
Stealth bomber entered its first 
full-fledged war in the Persian 
Gulf. Aerial attacks employed la- 
ser-guided bombs in impressive 
demonstrations of “precision 
bombing** supported by intelli- 
gence' satellites operating hun- 
dreds of kilometers above the 
earth. Less ‘precise* but equally 


after the war there has been a 
significant increase in childhood 
cancers, especially leukemia, 
among Iraqi children which medi- 
cal authorities strongly suspect are 
caused by handling and playing 
with remnant depleted uranium 
devices — a fearful legacy be- 
queathed by the U.S. to the chil- 
dren of Iraq. 

Aerial attacks in Iraq itself re- 
vealed the gruesome potential of 
the widely publicized “precision 
bombing*’ by the U.S. and its al- 
lies. A few months after the Per- 
sian Gulf war, Washington Post 
staff writer Barton Gellman re- 
ported that, based on the accounts 
of senior U.S. military officers, 
“the worst civilian suffer- 
ing. .. .has resulted not from bombs 
that went astray but from preci- 


were designed to cause grievous 
injuries to the human body and 
most were lethal within a predeter- 
mined radius of shrapnel disper- 
sion. 

Killing Without Mercy 

and Restraint 

It is possible to go on citing 
cruel weapons and methods of kill- 
ing which have been used in the 
non-Western world. For the list 
does not end here. For example, a 
survey of the U.S. war operations 
in Indochina as a whole should 
take into account the thousands 
and thousands of “bombies" that 
the U.S. scattered over much of 
Laos. These bombiets have killed 
numerous I jinriaw peasants »nd 
children who, even today, are be- 
ing cut down by the razor sharp 
fillings that these miniature bombs 






devastating attacks employed the 
15,000 pound BLU-82 bomb and 
cruise missiles loaded with metal 
fillings for high-velocity disper- 
sion upon impact B-52s dropped 
thefr payloads and devastated 
whole sec ti ons of enemy territory, 
mile by mile. The bombardment of 
Iraq was also conducted from far 
removed vicinities by land-and 
sea-based artillery. As in Viet- 
nam, the Persian Gulf war also 
saw the U.S. employing napalm 
' and FAEs. But it had other weap- 
ons besides. 

A relatively sophisticated de-" 
vice featured in the array of weap- 
onry used by the U.S. was the 
depleted uranium armor-piercing 
shell.. Numerous. Iraqi soldiers 
were killed by this device while 
others suffered from its radioac- 
tive effects. James Ridgeway, a 
comme ntator on the Persian Gulf 
war, explained the awesome po- 
tential of the weapon which was 
primarily intended for tanks and 
other armored vehicles of that 
sort; 

When fired , the uranium bursts 
into flame and all but liquefies , 
searing through steel armor like a 
''HihUe hot phosphorescent flare. 
The heat of the shell causes any 
diesel fuel vapors in the enemy 
tank to explode, and the crew in- 
side is burned alive. 

The United Kingdom Atomic 
Energy Authority (UKAEA) pro- 
duced a dossier after the conclu- 
sion of the war which confirmed 
that the U.S. ground forces alone 
had expended around 5,000 such 
- shells. The U.S. and its allies ex- 
pended almost ten times that num- 
ber of depleted uranium devices 
from the air. The overall radioac- 
tive Impact on the people of Iraq 
and Kuwait after the war cannot be 
accurately ascertained. However, 


sion-guided weapons that hit ex- 
actly where they were aimed...*' 
What happened at the Amiriyah 
bomb shelter in Baghdad on Feb- 
ruary 13, 1991, perhaps, best il- 
lustrates this point. On that day, 
after a series of U.S. air-raids on 
various sections of the city, two 
pinpoint strikes against the shelter 
took the lives of at feast 400 Iraqi 
civilians. The first bomb blew a 
gaping. fissure in the roof of the 
shelter. The second attack was 
more devastating — a stronger ex- 
plosive device plummeted through 
the hole in the roof of the shelter, 
rammed through one floor and ex- 
ploded at the bottom of the shelter. 
If there were any who were not 
immediately killed by the force of 
these two explosions, they were 
almost certainly scorched and 
singed by the fiery conditions in 
the shelter that charred “[NJeariy 
ail the bodies.. .in to blackness; in 
some cases the heat had been so 
great that entire limbs were burned 
off’; while others were “so se- 
verely burned that their gender 
could not be determined'*. 

Another weapons, the cluster 
bomb, was widely deployed by the 
U.S. during the war. The U.S. 
often deployed the Rockeye II 
Mark 20. Weighing more than two 
hundred kilograms, this cluster 
bomb dispenses over two hundred 
bombiets in the space of an acre 
which explode into half-a-million 
needle sharp fragments. It has 
been estimated that four cluster 
bombs were employed for every 
sortie flown by the F-16A, a key 
attack plane of the U.S. Air Force. 
Other similar explosive devices 
deployed included “bouncing 
Betty’s", which bounced off the 
ground and exploded at abdominal 
level. All such weapons had dear 
antipersonnel functions. They 


expend when accidentally dis- 
turbed. A comprehensive account 
of die U.S. war In Korea would, 
for the same reason, recognize that 
biological weapons were deployed 
there by the American forces, as 
has been verified by an interna- 
tional tribunal. Whole studies 
could.bc made of all the instances 
in which fire U.S. has chosen to 
use the most inhuman weapons 
against the poorest of the poor in 
the “Third World". 

American intellectual Edward 
Herman has attempted to provide 
a deeper significance to these wan- 
ton actions of the U.S. He notes 
that there are "attitudes... long fed 
into U.S. foreign policy, espe- 
cially those involving Third World 
poor an colored peoples. Such 
people are more easily conquered 
and killed if they can be regarded 
as inferior... .It is also easy to kill 
mercilessly if the victims are sav- 
ages and subhuman. In Vietnam, 
we killed ‘mere gooks*, who U.S. 
officials said don’t feel pain like 
Westerners.** This of course af- 
firms what well-known African- 
American activist and intellectual 
W.E.B. Du Bois had declared dec- 
ades ago regarding one of the key 
characteristics of racism, that 
“....men [have] striven to con- 
' ceive of their victims as different 
from the victors, endlessly differ- 
ent, in soul and blood, strength 
and cunning, race and lineage". It 
is somehow easier to destroy the 
opponent ‘mercilessly*, when he is 



conceived as alien to the attacking 
army, and inferior. 

This then is the dehumanizing 
psychology of war that is sup- 
ported by U.S. political and mili- 
tary establishment in which there 
is little or no human feeling for the 
enemy — especially when the en- 
emy and his community are some- 
how different and “inferior". This 
becomes the justification for not 
extending any compassion or ob- 
serving any restraint when war- 
ring against them. Such is the ra- 
cially biased orientation of the 
U.S. when going to war in the 
non-Western world. Ramsey 
Clark, a former U.S. attorney- 
general and also an observer at the 
World War II Nuremberg trials, 
gives this interesting account in his 
The Fire This Tune: 

The fiftieth anniversary of 
Pearl Harbor revealed President 
Bush's attitude toward the use of 
U.S. military power , one shared 
by nearly all U.S. policy makers 
since World War II. While he felt 
Japan should apologize for Pearl 
Harbor , as it should, he could not 
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world make the U.S. a racist ad- 
versary and therefore a most brutal 
foe to encounter on the battlefield. 

Consider the following com- 
ments obtained from American 
servicemen during the height of 
the war against Iraq: 

-“Say hello to Allah," one 
American pilot quipped a few sec- 
onds before his missile blew to bits 
the selected target — one among a 
hundred Iraqi vehicles being at- 
tacked by the American Apache 
helicopters. 

For another American pilot, it 
was like a “turkey shoot”. “It's 
almost like you flipped on the light 
in the kitchen at night and the 
cockroaches start scurrying and 
we're killing them", declared 
Colonel Richard White. 

"‘By God, I thought we had shot 
into a damn farm. Looked like 
somebody opened file sheep pen", 
was how one helicopter pilot re- 
membered his slaughter of Iraqi 
troops. 

There is something in the casu- 
alness of the above comments that 
seem to indicate the attackers were 


gooks" In Vietnam sometime ago 
— that the Iraqis, like the Viet- 
namese, deserve no mercy. Such 
prejudice and bias also lends le- 
gitimacy to the use of almost any 
kind of method of killing, no mat- 
ter how cruel, against the Iraqis 
and other “Third World" peoples. 

American politicians and the 
general public, of course, saw the 
Persian Gulf war mostly in the. 
form of edited TV images which 
did not and could not convey the 
full horror of some of the most 
bloody massacres involving civil- 
ians. But even if the war had been 
televised in some of its most gory 
moments, one wonders whether it 
would been enough to overcome 
the apathy of a large section of the 
American public towards the 
plight of an alien community being 
brutalized by their military — 
enough to react with horror upon 
seeing human beings suffer in that 
way. Could the American antiwar 
activists have garnered the foil 
support of the public and mobi- 
lized them to end the massacre? 
And would file American political 




conceive of apologizing for incin- 
erating the people of Hiroshima 

and Nagasaki. The notion of 

apologizing to the Vietnamese, the 
Filipinos , the Mexicans, the de- 
scendants of African slaves or 
American Indians is alien to the 
conviction that America is right 
and chosen to rule. 

It is this same institutionalized 
attitude that' sanctions the use of 
dreadful weapons of war in such 
instances. What is equally signifi- 
cant is that such attitudes towards 
toe peoples of toe non-Western 


not really killing human beings ■ — 
perhaps, more like hunting down 
fleeing animals. It draws a clear 
parallel to the killing of “mere 


and military leaders have identi- 
fied with the people's desire to end 
the suffering of another people far 
away? 

fTo be Contd.) 
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Ir Crew Enppd a Training, Mjutent 
Exercises Were Return to U 



MOSCOW — Tbs Russian- 
American crew of the Mir Space 
Station engaged in planned experi- 
ments and adjustment- exexcises 
Thursday ahead of returning to 
earth from a mission plagued by 
accidents and malfunctions. 

Crew members were putting on 
the Chibis vacuum costumes, 
meant to improve blood circulation 
in then- lower bodies so as to help 
diem better adjust to earth’s gravity 
after die weightless conditions of 
space, said Vklery Lyndin, spokes- 
man for Russia's Mission Control 
Center outside Moscow. 

“The costumes look like large 
goffered pants from which air is 
gradually pumped out,” he said. 

Russian cosmonaut Alexander 
L azutkin was continuing an ex- 
periment linked to sleep study and 
U.S. astronaut Michael Foale was 
engaged in his greenhouse re- 
search, alongside testing air sam- 
ples from various sections of the 
Mir, the spokesman said. 

Foale also was expected to bold 
a conversation with his NASA con- 
sultants in the United States, Lyn- 
din added. 

Most vital systems aboard the 
crippled station were functioning 
normally, according to the Mission 
Control Center, but important re- 
pairs were left for the next crew. 

That crew, Anatoly Solovyov 
and Pavel Vinogradov, blasts off 
Aug. 5 from the Baikonur launch- 
ing site in Kazakstan and arrives 
Aug. 7. Lazutkin and his colleague 
Vasily Tsibliyev are scheduled to 
come back Aug. 14. 

Foale is expected to stay on the 
station until mid-September. 

Medical tests in recent days 
have indicated that the health of all 
crew members, including Tsibli- 
yev, wbo has suffered from an ir- 
regular heartbeat, was normal. 

Critical repairs of damage 
caused by a cargo ship that plowed 
"•into the space station on June 25, 
leaving a hole in the Spektr Mod- 
ule, have been left for the next 
team. 

Russian space officials have de- 
cided that a fresh crew will be 


better trained and in better condi- 
tion to carry out an arduous space 
walk needed to restore nearly full 
power to the station. 

The new team is also planning 
a second space walk outside the 
station to locale and survey die 
hole caused fay the crash. The cur- 
rent Mir crew has not yet sees the 
puncture, which forced crew mem- 
bers to cut off power produced by 
the oow-depressurized Spektr. 

The collision was only the 
worst of many mishaps that 
plagued the crew, Tstbliyev and 
Ij i zutkin, who have coped with 
fire, oxygen system breakdowns 
and power outages since boarding 
in February. (AT) 


Green firoops Refuse to Join 
instraiiai Dotation to Climate Talks 


CANBERRA, Australia — Lead- 
ing environmental groups are boy- 
cotting the official Australian 
delegation to international climate 
change negotiations in Germany 
next week to protest the govern- 
ment’s stance on limiting green- 
house gas emissions. 

The Australian Conservation 
Foundation, Greenpeace Australia 
and World Wide Fund for Nature 
said Friday it was the first time 
environmental organizations had 
refused to take part in an Austra- 
lian delegation to an international 
meeting on environmental issues. 

•‘The federal government is 
holding to ransom the global solu- 
tion to climate change,” Green- 
peace Australia Chief Executive 
Officer Bronwyn Boekenstein 

Said. 

“We cannot countenance one of 
the most irresponsible positions 
Australia has ever taken on an en- 
viron menial issue.” 

Australia has argued against the 
European Union’s push for le- 
gallyrbinding, uniform emission 
reduction targets. 

Instead it is calling for targets 
that differ according to each devel- 
oped country to ensure countries 
which produce coal and other re- 
sources, like Australia, are not 
harmed. 

Australian Conservation Foun- 
dation Executive Director Jim 
Downer said the Australian dele- 
gation to the Bonn negotiations 


was effectively pushing for Aus- 
tralia to substantially increase its 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

“Australia’s demand flies in the 
face of the principle that those who 
cause a pollution problem should 
take responsibility for cleaning it 
up,*' he said. 

The groups wrote to Foreign 
Affairs Minister Alexander 
Downer to decline his depart- 
ment’s invitation to be on the dele- 
gation. 

“We do not make this decision 
lightly but have concluded that in- 
volvement on the delegation, at 
this stage, would add unwarranted 
legitimacy to the federal govern- 
ment’s campaign to oppose legally 
binding international targets and 
timetables for reducing green- 
house gas emissions,” they said in 
the letter. 

Greenpeace spokesman Keith 
Tarlo said groups would make 
their voices beard against Austra- 
lia’s position at the Bonn negotia- 
tions, which come ahead of the 
Kyoto Climate Summit later this 
year where emission targets are 
expected to be hammered out. 

He said if the government did 
not change its attitude, environ- 
ment groups would not only refuse 
to form part of the Australian dele- 
gation to Kyoto but would form a 
separate delegation to the confer- 
ence to actively campaign against 
Australia's stand. 

<MJJ 


Nile Waters to Be Diverted 
to Sinai Desert Next Year 


CAIRO — Water from the Nile 
River will be diverted to the Sinai 
from next year as part of a huge 
government development plan for 
the desert peninsula. Irrigation 
Minister Mahmud Abu Zeid said 
Thursday. 

Abu Zeid told the opposition 
Al-Wafd Party newspaper that an 
initial target of this month for foe 
irrigation scheme had been post- 
poned because of delays in build- 


Sew Software to Control Cjbmmut Is 
Big lit at Chicago CjMst 


ing ALSallam Canal which will 
carry the water to the Sinai. 

The goverment will also launch 
a 15-mUlion-dollar project next 
year to build weDs and dams in foe 
Sinai to prevent water waste in the 
desert, he said. 

The Egyptian government 
wants to boost foe Sinai's popula- 
tion from 270,000 to 3.3 million 
by creating new towns, industrial 
and tourist zones with the help of 
Nile waters. 

(ATT) 


Danish Researchers Say 
Develop Skin Cancer Cream 


COPENHAGEN — Danish re- 
searchers say they have developed 
a cream that delays the onset of 
skin cancer in laboratory mice and 
are confident that the product can 
soon be used on humans. ‘ 

“In our research cm mice, we 
have been able to successfully de- 
lay skin cancer by applying cream 
after the animals had been sub- 
jected to excessive sun.” Hans 
Christian Wulf, dermatologist at 
Copenhagen's Bispebjerg Hospi- 
tal, told Reuters on Friday. 

“There is every reason to be- 
lieve that we can easily adapt the 
cream for use on human beings as 
a cure against normal forms of 
basal and squamous cell skin can- 
cer,” be said. 

Wulf gave no details of the 
cream, saying his team's research 
would be published early next 
year. He did say, however, that it 
contained a substance which pene- 


trated foe skin and changed the 
enzymes in infected ceils. 

He said that the cream would Kr 
of no use against mole cancer, the 
most dangerous form of skin can- 
cer, and that so far no tests on 
humans had been conducted. 

“Yfe are currently looking into 
raising the necessary funds for hu- 
man tests. There are realistic pos- 
sibilities for the project.” Wulf 
said. 

Wulf said that the incidence of 
skin cancer bad doubled m foe past 
40 years in Denmark, where last 
year 230 people died of the disease 
— the most widespread form of 
cancer after breast cancer for 
women and lung cancer for men. 

He said Chat there had been a 
similar rise in the occurrence of 
skin cancer in foe post-war era in 
the United States, where the dis- 
ease was now the most common 
type of cancer. (R**t*r) 


MSA Robot to Hunt for 
Meteorites in Antarctica 


SANTIAGO, Chile — Scientists 
plan to use a NAS A robot to search 
Antarctica for meteorites from 
Mars in a bid to prove there was 
life on foe red planet, experts from 
the Carnegie-MeQon University 
said on Thursday. 

The scientists will use the four- 
wheeled nomad robot, which is 
practicing for space explor ati on in 
the Chilean Atacama Desert, said 
Professor William Whittaker, di- 
rector ofthe Earth Robot Center at 
the Pittsburgh, Ft University. 

“Wfe hope to find an important 
quantity of meteorites to prove 
there wbs life on Mars,” Whittaker 
told a news conference. 

“It wiB be a great technical 
challenge for the robot to find me- 
teorites,” he added. “We will have 
to develop new sensors ... to help 
it find objects on foe surface and 
in the ice.” 

The robot is due to start its 
search in December, at foe begin- 
ning of the southern hemisphere 
summer, with foe mission ex- 


CHICAGO — A new, user- 
friendly software program to en- 
able parents to keep internet smut 
away from their children was un- 
veiled at foe internet world trade 
show which ended here Friday. 

Cyber Sentinel, developed by 
Chicago-area Company Security 
Software Systems (SSS), was a big 
hit with the thousands of parents 
who flocked to foe three-day show, 
held in Chicago’s Cavernous 
McCormick Place Exhibition 
Hall. 

But unlike previous existing 
smut filter programs such as Cy- 
berpatrol, Surf Watch or Net 
Nanny, “Cyber Sentinel is n-:i a 
(adult) site Mocker,” said SSS en- 
gineer Don Jooson. 

Site blocking denies access to 
whole sections of the internet, 
blocking the good as well as foe 
bad. If an adult site is not regis- 


tered by a software blocking com- 
pany, information can still be 
accessed. 

Cyber Sentinel, which monitors 
content from any source regardless 
of internet site's address, acts as a 
real-time watch guard that continu- 
ously monitors foe internet or other 
online services for incoming and 
outgoing material that violated 
predefined usage and language. 

The program’s owner can also 
program or add selected words and 
phrases to he blocked. 

Earlier this month, President 
Bill Clinton announced an agree- 
ment with the computer industry 
aimed at giving parents control 
over access to Cybersmut. 

The move came after the U.S. 
Supreme Court declared as uncon- 
stitutional a Clinton-backed law 
that sought to han indecent mate- 
rial on the internet. 

(AFP) 
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pected to last for three years. 

The craft, foe size of a small car 
and bristling with antenae and 
cameras, is a prototype of a ma- 
chine that NASA (National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration) 
plans eventually to send on un- 
manned spaceships to foe moon 
and Mars. 

Some of the experiments on its 
124-mile (200 km) desert trek, 
which is due to finish at foe end of 
this month, are designed to pre- 
pare foe craft for_tbe Antarctic 
mission. 

Last year NASA researchers 
stirred the science community 
when they said an ancient meteor- 
ite found in Antarctica contained 
evidence of fossil life on Mats. But 
doubt has been cast on their find- 
ings by other scientists. 

Most of foe 15,000 meteorites 
found in foe world have been dis- 
covered in the frozen wastes of 
Antarctica, where the ice makes 
them easier to spot. 

(Rmtimr) 


Mars Pathfinder 
Transmits First 
Panoramic Shot 
of Red Planet 

WASHINGTON — The Pathfinder 
probe resumed transmitting data to 
earth Tuesday, sending a spectacu- 
lar panoramic view of Mars in full 
color, NASA officials said here. 

The picture, unveiled at a press 
conference, shows the vast plain 
called Ares \fellis, its surface stri- 
ated by ancient floodwaters, offi- 
cials at NASA's jet propulsion 
laboratory said. 

“This plain was nibbed off by 
foe flood episodes of water coining 
through this area,” said Peter 
Smith of the University of Ari- 
zona. 

“Wi can alto see this tortured , 
soil with a lot of marks. Some of 
these marks are created by wind 
blown dust,” Smith said. 

The technical problems which 
created a two-day breakdown in 
communications have been re- 
solved, foe National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration said. 

“AH things are working just 
wonderfully on Mars,” mission of- 
ficial Matthew Colomhek said. 
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<W Repatriates 

10,000 

Refugees From 
Ethiopia to 
Somaliland 

NAIROBI ; — The United Nations 
has repatriated more than 10,000 
exit of 280,000 Somali refugees 
living in Ethiopia for the past 10 
years, UN officials said Friday. 

hi a statement released here, the 
TJN High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees said, the Somali refugees in 
Ethiopia had fled northwest So- 
malia, now the self-proclaimed re- 
public of Somaliland, in 1988 and 
been living in the Ogaden region 
of eastern Ethiopia. 

TheiUNHCR had since 1992 
sent 115,000 Somalis home from 
Kenya. But the repatriatioD from 
the Ethiopian camps had been on- 
hold until this year, when it finally 
got underway in February with a 
pitot program. 

UNHCR staff have been based 
in Somaliland since 1992 and have 
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overseen over S13 million worth of 
development projects over that pe- 
riod under which wells, schools, 
hospitals and other community fa- 
cilities were rehabilitated, the 
statement said. 

The statement said that over 
1997, the UNHCR had wanted to 

spend $26.6 million in rehabilita- 
tion and repatriation projects in 
Somalia, with special focus on So- 
maliland. 

However, donor response has 
been disappointing. Only 11.9 
{million have been received to 
date. leaving a shortfall of some 
$15 million that bad been required 
through to the end of the year. 

“With the pilot phase of the 
repatriation operation completed 
and 10.000 refugees returned, the 
UNHCR now desperately needs 
the remaining $15 million to start 
the full-scale repatriation of 

30.000 refugees planned before the 
year's end, and to keep the ball 
roiling as it hopes to repatriate 

60.000 refugees from Ethiopia 
over 1998," the statement con- 
cluded. 
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JJDNDONt- /vmnesty Interna- 
tional said Friday it had word of 
die arrest and imprisonment of 
nearly 2,000 ethnic Tajiks and 
Hazara men during Taliban sweeps 
of die Afghan capital Kabul and 
^aborbs. 

In a statement from its London 
headquarters,, the human rights 
group said most of die detainees 
were non-combatants, and had 
been picked up at their homes in 
the Khair Khana, Kaite Parwan. 
Char Kala and Dasht Bar ch.-' f s- 
tricts- 

They were being held at Pid-e 
Chaikhi prison, near Kabul, in de- 


plorable conditions with limited 
access to food. Amnesty Intena- 
tionaJ said, adding that some had 
experienced IB treatment in deten- 
tion. 

Most of die men were family 
* bread winners , and were being held 
by the Taliban to inti midale the rest 
of the community and discourage 
family members from joining anti- 
Taliban forces outside the capital. 

Amnesty International called 
for the “immediate and uncondi- 
tional" release of the detainees, 
whom it described as prisoners of 
'■onscier.ee. 

(AFP} 



BANGKOK — The Thai Public 
Health Ministry on Saturday said 
it had ordered medical teams at the 
Cambodian border to prepare for 
a possible influx of Cambodian 
refugees, many sick with malaria. 

Thousands of Cambodians who 
fled this, month's fighting between 
the rival troops of ousted first 
Prime Minister Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh and strongman Hun 
Sen, were waiting at points along 
the border in the hope of crossing 
into Thailand, ministry said in a 
statement. 

The Thai border has been 
sealed, but Thai military officials 
said they would allow Cambodians 
to enter Thailand if the fighting 
worsened. 

Refugees who are extremely 1 ill 
are. being admitted to one Thai 
hospital near the border, and doc- 
tors in Cambodia said they wouid 
ask permission to send more c-f 
their sickest patients across the 
border for treatment. 

“Many of them are infected 
with malaria and other kinds of 
sicknesses, (so) the Public Health 
Ministry has ordered medical 
teams on the scene to prepare 
medicine and personnel to help 
those people," the statement said. 

Ministry records said that 49 
Cambodian patients had already 
been admitted to hospital in Thai- 
land's Kab Chemg district in Surin 
Province. The patients included 16' 

British Divorce 
Rate Falls for First 
Time This Decade 

LONDON — The annual number 
of divorces in England and Wales 
has fallen for the first time this 
decade, according to official fig- 
ures released Thursday. 

Just over 158,000 couples di- 
vorced in 1994 — a drop of 4.2 
percent on the 1993 figure of 

165.000, which was the highest 
annual total ever recorded. The 
provisional figure for 1995 is 

155.000. a further drop. 

There was also a decrease in 
the number of marriages with just 
over 291,000 in 1994 — down 2.7 
percent on 1993. 

The last recorded drop in di- 
vorces in England and Wales was 
in 1989. fAFP) 


malaria cases and eight people 
with battle wounds. The remain- 
der were suffering from flu or 
diarrhoea. 

More than 23,000 civilians — 
half of them refugees — are living 
in the Thai district which borders 
the town of O’smach in Cambodia. 
Most of the refugees are women 
and children, who fled fighting in 
northern Cambodia and settled in 
O’smach, which is currently con- 


trolled by troops loyal to 
Ranariddh. 

“These peqple escaped ■ from 
fighting in their villages and 
towns, and since Thailan d has 
seized the border,' we have to keep 
them there. Bat the problem is, we 
are running short of food and 
medicine for them," said the 
town's chief administrator, Rom 
Thkkha Muny. 

Sithy men, a Cambodian doctor 


who fled Phnom Penh to O’smach 
one week after Hun Sen's forces 
drove Ranariddh's men out of the 
capital, said more than 100 people 
a day were visiting a makeshift 
clinic he set up. 

“We have no modern medical 
equipment and medicine here, so 
those patients who are suffering 
from serious illnesses will be sent 
to the hospital inside Thailand," 
the doctor said. (Reuter) 


China to Support Four-Month 
UN Haiti Forte 
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UNITED NATIONS — China on 
Friday dropped its opposition to 
maintaining UN troops in Haiti as 
the UN Security Council discussed 
a new force mandate, diplomats 
said. 

The diplomats said that during 
closed-door consultations of the 
15-member Security Council, Chi- 
nese ambassador Qin Huastm told 
his counterparts that Beijing would 
“consider favorably the recom- 
mendations by the (UN) secretary- 
general.” 

UN chief Kofi Arman is recom- 
mending a single four-month man- 
date for a scaled-down UN mission 
of 1.000 soldiers. A total 1,300 
mainly Canadian and Pakistani 
troops are currently serving in 
Haiti. 

Qin said that China's position 
took into consideration a request 


from the Haitian government and 
Latin American countries. 

Haitian President Rene Preval 
officially asked the Security Com- 
cil to renew for four more months 
the UN mandate to bolster his im- 
poverished Caribbean state's frag- 
ile democracy. 

UN officials had feared that 
China, which m the past has threat- 
ened to veto die mandate of UN 
forces in Haiti, might pose dbpta- 
cfass again this time. 

Russia has also expressed oppo- 
sition, but a Russian diplomat told 
AFP on Friday that Moscow was 
taking “a pragmatic approach" on 
the issue, as long as other Security 
Council members agreed that this 
must be the final mandate. 

Qin also stressed that the situ- 
ation in Haiti “does not pose a 
threat to international peace and 


security" and that the peace-keep- 
ing tasks of the force have been 
completed. 

Annan wants the UN mission 
during the next four months to 
concentrate on training the Haitian 
police. 

Under his proposals, the num- 
ber of UN- financed troops would 
be drastically reduced from 500 to 
50, while the rest will continue to 
be bankrolled by Canada and the 
United States. 

The force’s name is also to be 
changed, from the UN support 
mission in Haiti, to the UN transi- 
tion mission in Haiti. 

The Security Council must vote 
a resolution on the new force by 
next Thursday, when the current 
UNSMIH mandate expires. 

(AFP) 
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itten A-Mi is growing up 
and stays near his mummy 
learning how to catch 


The Dentist Is 
Coming! 

/ 7Tfo\\ Revere did more than 
%_/ warn colonists about die 
British. 

He's also responsible for 
George Washington’s toothy grin. 
Our first President lost almost all 
his real teeth by the time he turned 
22, and Revere made his wooden 
replacements. 


A }V 


One evening A-Misprings into a 
comer of the room. 

He goes to his mummy with a 
mouse in his mouth. A-Mi is very 
pleased with himself, and his 
mummy says proudly: “You’re re- 
ally learning, my dear little A- 
Mi.” 

A-Mi blinks his eyes and says: 
“Now that I’m grown up I can 
catch my own mice.” Mommy 
says yes, but tells A-Mi be should 
not be too sure of himself yet. 

Now A-Mi really can catch his 
own mice. There’s heardly a 
mouse that can get away from him. 

A-Mi catches a lot of mice, and 
all his playmates think he’s great. 

A-Mi also says: “I’m great!” 


’ Vanessa S. Nostrum 
Rexvetn Kindergarten. , 
)“) Tehran 
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A little mouse overhears this 
boast, and knowing A-Mi loves to 
be flattered, die mouse also says: 
“My dear A-Mi, you really are 
great!" 

A-Mi turns round and sees it is a 
praising him. He would 
normally sprmg oo it and catch it, 
but today 

The smart little mouse scampers 
back into its bole. “Good news, 
A-Mi loves flattery. Praise him and 
he won’t catch you.” 

“You don't say," says the papa 
mouse, getting an idea. “Tomor- 
row I'll take you all to see this 
wonderful A-Mi." 


The next day the papa mouse and 
three little ones go with a big pack- 
age to visit A-Mi. ‘ 

“My dear A-MI,_ydu are really 
great," says the papa mouse. “We 
want you to be our king and protect 
us." 

“Really?” A-Mi can hardly be- 
lieve his kitten ears. 

“Yes, you're going to be our 
king. You've got sharp eyes, and 
you're quick on your feet. You can 
catch us no matter where we hide!” 
A-Mi is excited to hear this. 

“We've got a gold bell for you, 
our new king, and we've come to 
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bring it to you," says the papa 
mouse. A-Mi is really excited. “A 
gold bell for a king?" says the 
kitten to himself. ’ ^ 

The mice qweidy open die pack- 
age, imd dike is tbe bell. "This 


your neck. We . can hear it, and 
we’ll come, running. You needn't 
go looking for os." • 

“A wonderful ideal" A-Mr isso 
happy he doesn't know what to do. 
He can't get that bell round his 
neck fast enough. 




. The mice see now eager 

ami halp him put the beB around f 

neck. '“Long Hve our great king 
they sbouL 

: v A-Mi jumps for joy . And the lx 
jingles. .... 

, A-Mi doesn’t understand why 
never sees his mouse “su b j ect 
again. Of coarse they hide dm 
selves safely away as soon as th 
bear this bell jingle. 

Poor kitten A-Mi! He nev 
catches another mouse. With a b 
on his neck, what can a kitten <k 
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